
 

 

 

 

A Word From Ernie 

MARCH 2011 

Covenant 
Chronicle  

In a sermon I preached during the season of  
Advent, I used my diagnosis last fall of a  
severely arthritic hip as an illustration of knowing 
that a life changing event was coming, but not 
knowing exactly when.  My x-rays showed that a 
surgical hip replacement was inevitable, but at 
that time I didnõt know when it would need to be 
done.  Well, as it turns out, the pain and loss of range of motion in my 
diseased hip progressed very rapidly.  I went from running the Peachtree 
Road Race on July 4th to walking limpingly, sometimes with a cane, a 
mere seven months later.  Thankfully, I have hip resurfacing surgery 
scheduled for April 1. That day canõt come soon enough for me!   
       It is with a similar expectation that many people long for the  
arrival of Godõs peaceable kingdom of justice and love.  When we come 
face to face with brokenness in our personal and social lives, we yearn 
for healing and wholeness.  Both the season of Advent and the season of 
Lent are times when we intentionally reflect on our brokenness and 
need, not despairingly but in hope and faith, trusting in the power of 
Godõs love and grace to lead us toward healing and wholeness.   
May God grant us a way forward into a more abundant life!   

       Peace,  Ernie 

MARDI GRAS PARTY 
 / OPEN HOUSE  
On Tuesday evening, 
March 8, the Covenant 
church family is invited to a 
Mardi Gras Open house/

party at Ernie and Carol Hessõs home (1692 

E Clifton Road, Atlanta, 30307) beginning at 
6:30 p.m.  Bring a heavier 
hors d'oeuvres or dessert, 
and/or libation to share.  
Wear a costume if youõd 
like.  All are welcome! 

Reminders 

    We will begin our 
observance of the  
season of Lent on 
March 9th with an Ash 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
in our beautiful 
chapel.  
   
A simple soup and 

salad meal will be served beforehand at 6:15 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS , 

FROM DEATH TO LIFE: Forty Questions for 
Lent by Frederick Buechner, are available at 
the back of the sanctuary.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS (for more details & Committees Meetings see March Calendar) 

March 2    FAMA Board Meeting 

March 6    Intergenerational Sunday School  -  (The Meaning of Lent) 

March 8    Mardi Gras 

March 9    Ash Wednesday 

March 10  STWG  - See Notice about   

March 11  Parentsõ Night Out #1 

March 18 - 20 Church Retreat                        

March 19   Presbytery Meeting (Trinity) 

March 22   Session Meeting 

March 25   Parents Night Out #2 

March 26   Booker Academy Open House (Westminster Room)  

March 26   Tai Chi (Fellowship Hall)  

March editorial:  For those of you who count such things (and I am one of you), this editorial 

marks the official one year anniversary of my starting this job as our churchõs Office Administrator ñ or 
as I prefer describing it, as òyour church ladyó.  (Fans of Saturday Night Live will get the reference.)  
I have not often had the opportunity (or podium) to say this, but I would like to personally thank Ernie 
for offering me this job.  After a very few months serving in this position, I came to realize part of my 
delight in going to work each morning was a feeling of thanks to God for having been given a job that 
lets me help make a difference in peopleõs lives.    
     While in months to come I plan to return to the arc in these editorials that I started about recognizing 
the miracle of Godõs magic in our lives, this month I wanted to stop and thank you, the congregation of 
our church, for your support, your acceptance, your encouragement, and the feedback I get from you for 
the things I do in this job.  My experiences have ranged from the sorrow at not being able to do more for 
the people who come to the church door seeking assistance; to the epiphanies of having a woman who 
had just lost her husband ask to come into our sanctuary for a while òto sit and to prayó, or a young  
father, taking care of his sick daughter on a school day, who asked if he and his daughter could just come 
inside and sit in the sanctuary for a while; to the feeling of an almost a miraculous connection when -
while in the office at a non scheduled time - I get a phone call, or have a visitor that I can help out.   
It seems as if God meant for me to be there at that time to help that person.  Every day that I go in to 
work I have the wonderful expectation of òwhat is God sending me today?ó Thanks to you all. 
     As Ringo Starr said after the Beatles famous ôrooftop concertõ atop the Abbey Road studios: òon be-
half of the group and myself, I hope we passed the auditionó.  I hope Iõve passed yours.  
     With our third newsletter of the year, even though it is shorter than I hoped,  we begin to see the pace 
of the yearly rhythm pick up: Ernie talks about his upcoming operation; Brad talks about the upcoming 
season of Lent; we celebrate another group trip to Haiti; we preview the upcoming church retreat; Bill 
reflects on last Sundayõs Youth Sunday; we continue to follow the Booker Academy progress; and Jill 
gives us another perspective on Lent.  And again: to make this Newsletter more useful to our community 
please give me feedback for what you want more (or less of).  Send any suggestions or corrections in my 

direction.  Onward to April!       Oscar   
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Ensembles at Covenant: Resuming January 9th with CHANGES 
     Chancel Choir - rehearses Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00 pm in the choir room. 
          Sings most Sundays and occasional special services. 
     Handbell Choir - rehearses Sundays from 8:30-9:30 am in the sanctuary. 
     Music Discovery - (3-6 years old) meets Sunday, 10:00-10:15 am in the choir room.  
    Treble Choir - (2-8th grade) rehearses Sundays from 9:30-10:00 am in the choir room. 

Next weekõs service of Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a forty day period 
marked by a bit of penitence and subdued reflection amidst the blooming and flowering 
of the plants and trees as signs of spring peer forth. Lent is a bit of a paradoxical season. 
The gospel warns us of practicing our piety before others, but we will go forth from the 
chapel marked with ashes on our foreheads. What could be more public than that? 
   Lent has long been known as the season for giving something up. We think that by 
foregoing chocolate or smoking or four-letter words or whatever vice you like that we 
are in solidarity, both with ourselves and with Jesus. We soon find, though, that by  
shedding away our former selves, we leave ourselves vulnerable unless we find  
something to fill that void. So Lent becomes a time for taking something up, for  
re-birth, a new spiritual discipline. Paradox.  
   Nadia Bolz-Weber, a pastor and blogger I follow says of Lent, òOur journey is in the 
desert. Following Christ, we leave our false oasis of instant gratification, indulgence of 
every whim and stuffñlots and lots of stuff. In our diabetic coma of self-absorption, we 
are at times vaguely, silently aware that we have gorged on the promises of the American Dream and are left 
hungry. The body of Christ is not an oasis in the desert but a desert in the oasis.ó 
   In church next week, the ashes remind us both of where we are going, and from where we have been. In the 
weeks that follow, the words that often donõt get a passing thought on Sunday morning, falling from our lips like 
dust, òLord, have Mercy, Christ, have Mercy, Lord, have Mercy,ó will fall from the lips of the choir in many  
languages and from many traditions of our worshipping sisters and brothers in the world. What a wide desert it 
is beyond this oasis of ours.  
See you at worship and at work in the world, 

  Brad 

Music Notes  by Brad Schultz 

Donõt Forget 
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Haiti Update:  

 

Make note of the website: www.lagonavepartners.org.   

Click on òMessage Boardó in the upper left hand corner to see the latest 
information on La Gonave. 

 

OUR GROUP IN HAITI: The following are our latest intrepid band of 

volunteers to Haiti. William Blincoe, Marti Blincoe, Camy Blincoe, Keller 
Blincoe,  Debbie Griffin, Jim Ingvoldstad, Heleni McSwain, Sallie Mc Swain, 
Doug Payne, Nancy Payne, Jeannie Westbrooke, and Lee Wilder.  
They left this Friday and will be down in Haiti for a week.  
                             Please keep them in your prayers.   

http://www.lagonavepartners.org/
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Countdown 'til All Church Retreat: 14 ** 

Friday - Sunday 

March 18-20 

See Brad Schultz or Bill Davis                 Itõs YOUR time  
to sign up for the talent show!                             to SHINE! 

The retreat packets for all who have signed up for our Church Retreat will be available in the Fellowship 
Hall this and next Sunday.  Here is the latest retreat update:   
     Ever wonder why you and your teen-age child (or niece or nephew) have a different idea about what church is 
all about? Or why your parents seem to be living in a different reality than you?  Or how it is that  siblings can 
have very different experiences growing up in the same family?   
     Generationalist theorists believe that there are distinct experiences that shape the world view of each genera-
tion. Generations average about 23 years. People of different generations have their own perspective on the world, 
government, work, education, music, fashion, their future as well as on religion, faith and  
spirituality.  During our Saturday morning session at the retreat we will be looking at how members of the various 
generations view their understanding of faith, God and their participation in church.  Since we have members of 
many generations attending the retreat our discussion should be quite lively.  
     To make it even more exciting, on Saturday afternoon we will have our first ever Intergenerational Softball 
Game.  Everyone is invited to play. No skill necessary.  Or you can watch the game and cheer for your team or 
both teams. The schedules for the weekend will be in your packets.  

  As a gentle reminder: the church is supplying the marshmallows and graham crackers for the 
sõmores. Please bring your own chocolate. Thanks!     

** as of Newsletter distribution 



M
a

rc
h

 N
e

w
s
le

tt
e

r 
Covenant Chronicle  

6 

Central Night Shelter: We need you! The Central Night Shelter has 

been open two months and Covenant members have been generous with their time 
and efforts. We still need volunteers for the following: 
Dinners on March 8th and 28th: (COVERED !)  
Lunches on March 28th 
Overnight volunteers on March 8th and March 28th.(Could use a few more) 
Please sign up on the bulletin board outside the sanctuary or contact  
Lee Wilder (404 218 2242 or leewilder73@gmail.com) 

Feel free to invite friends and relatives to volunteer with 
you.  Dinners are easy to prepare if you join forces with 
another family.  The sign-up sheets are on the bulletin 
board outside of the sanctuary but you can also contact 
me (404-218-2242, leewilder73@gmail.com).  to volunteer or find open dates. 
The shelter is always in need of bath towels, new or used.  I know that many of the 
men could use clothing but it is not practical for us to bring just a few pairs of 
socks.  All winter clothing is best donated to Open 
Door and there are collection boxes around the 

church. Thank you for remembering the homeless as the weather turns cold and 
the evenings dark.  Lee Wilder 
 

Open Door Community 
A Community of hospitality and resistance | 910 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE, Atlanta, GA 30306  

BCMñFood Collection 
The Mission Committee has started a monthly collection of food for BCM's pantry on the first Sunday of 
each; December was our first month.  Due to your generous donations, we were able to make two deliver-
ies instead of one.  The Mission Committee and BCM thank you very much. 
We will continue this process throughout the year, and if you forget to bring on the first Sunday, the fol-
lowing Sunday will be fine.  There are two designated bins marked BCM; one outside the sanctuary on the 
Terrace street side, the other near the doorway in the Westminster Room off the parking lot.  The sug-
gested shopping list below will feed a family of four: 
   
  Instant oatmeal or grits - 1 box       Peanut Butter - 2 small jars 
  Jelly - 1 small jar                            Cornbread mix - 2 boxes  
  Soup - 4 cans                                 Macaroni & Cheese - 4 boxes 
  Dried beans - 1 bag                        Spaghetti - 1 medium box 
  Rice - 2 bags                                  Spaghetti Sauce - 2 jars 
  Canned Vegetables - 4 cans             Canned Beans - 3 cans 
  Canned Tuna - 4 cans 

 

A request was made for a handy checklist for the BCM Food Collectioné. 

mailto:leewilder73@gmail.com
http://opendoorcommunity.org/
http://opendoorcommunity.org/
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March News: Youth Sunday Reflections 

This past Sunday CYG reflected so wonderfully about love. Stories and 
experiences were shared of what love is, and how we understand Godõs love.  
As we prepared for youth Sunday it was evident to me the love that members of 
CYG have for one another and for God, as well as the love that they have been 
shown by the incredible support of family and friends. As another reflection I 

wanted to share a poem by a friend, George, who is a pastor in Alaska. 
 

They Come As Does the Rain 
 

Sadness, worry, 
Doubt and wonder too 
Even joy ð 
They come as does the rain, 
The wind, bright sunlight 
Or spells of heat or drought, 
for an afternoon or for weeks, 
Then suddenly to vanish 
As does a rainbow or the moon, 
Behind a cloud. 
 

But the love of God 
finds us and remains 
for it is the wiggle in our toes, 
the tapping of our fingers 
or even more, 
The heartbeat of our soul. 
 ~George Pasley 
 Feb 28, 2010 
 Ketchikan, Alaska 

 

Seussology 101 
òI say!ó murmured Horton. òIõve never heard tell 
Of a small speck of dust that is able to yell. 
So you know what I think? ...Why, I think that there must 
Be someone on top of that small speck of dust!ó 
  ~Dr. Seuss, Horton Hears a Who 
 
Whether it is through a well-placed rhyme, or a character that just sits a little too close to home, Dr. Seuss has a 
way of saying things that speak deep into our souls.  

     Over the coming weeks we will look to these rhymes and 
stories. We will turn to Horton, and the Lorax, the star-
bellied Sneetches, and the name less traveler with some many 
places to go. In turning to these characters and their rhymes 
we will discover a bit of ourselves, and how we are to live as 
followers of Christ. 
  
 
 
 

Upcoming CYG Events 
 

March 6 ð   Dinner and Fellowship 
March 13 ð Dinner and Fellowship 
March 20 ð No CYG ð All Church Retreat 
March 27 ð Thrashers Game 
April 1-3 ð   Rock-a-thon 
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March 3, 2011 
 
City of Atlanta 
NPU-B 
Zoning and Land Use Committee 
 
Covenant Presbyterian Church members and The Booker Academy Administrative staff unanimously 
agree to seek your approval for the Special Use Permit to open The Booker Academy Preschool in the 
lower level of the Covenant Presbyterian Church located at 2461 Peachtree NE Atlanta, GA 30305. 
At Covenant Presbyterian we welcome this opportunity to assist The Booker Academy to meet the 
need to provide excellent full-time early childhood development to our surrounding communities.  
The Executive Director and Director for The Booker Academy combined will both bring 30+ years of 
academic experience and instructional expertise to the new center. 
There are countless reasons that we find The Booker Academyõs staff and curriculum as the best fit 
for this community and we have highlighted a few below. (We are sure they will present more in 
greater detail in their formal presentation to the committee on March 29th): 

Asset to church family members and working neighborhood families with preschool children. 

Asset to the surrounding community as there is an exhaustive waiting list for preschool attendance 
in the community. 

TBA curriculum is innovative, seeks IB (International Baccalaureate Accreditation) within first 3 
years and has integrated a technology based program. 

Creates jobs for prospective Certified Teachers. 

Allows seamless transition into feeder schools such as E. Rivers, Jackson Elementary, Sarah Raw-
son Smith and Morris Brandon as well as private schools.  
 

Parking made available through the collaborative cooperation of Covenant Presbyterian,  
òDesign w/in Reachó, and Publix. 
 
As members of Covenant Presbyterian Church we are excited and pleased to have this opportunity to 
help The Booker Academy serve our community through education. Please accept this letter in  
support of The Booker Academy. 
  
      Sincerely, 

( Sample letter to the Neighborhood Planning Unit, City of Atlanta ) 
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The Booker Academy Preschool will be opening its doors in the Spring 2011.  
We will be located on the lower level of  the Covenant Presbyterian Church  
We look forward to meeting each member of  the church and would like to give a warm 
invitation to all prospective preschool children and their families.  
We consider it a blessing and an honor to serve children and we are eager to  
embrace the Buckhead Community and surrounding areas.  
 

Please stop by one of  our upcoming Open House Events so that we may  
introduce ourselves and learn more about our extended Covenant Presbyterian Church 
family.  
 

                

 Our March Open House will be on Saturday, March 26th from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm. 
Please stop by and visit us.   


