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Word From Ernie
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ristmas shopping season is upon us! And if you
are like me, you struggle both with finding the right

gifts to buy other people and with making out your own
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money cannot buy. So this advent season | am asking for things that cannot be ordered on
the internet or purchased in a store. These are the gifts that the church proclaims each
advent seasod hope, peace, love and joy. These are spiritual qualities that God would give

us through Christ whose birth we celebrate. S r j "mc xnt
But | must warn you. Some assembly isrequiretim B g q hr s &mie k n

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS AT COVENANT

eVVesper Service during Advent - at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday evenings,
December 4, 11, and 18
eDec. 4 & 11 - Global Gift Mart is back!

eDec 7th-TheE hsg @k kh mbd @#&AMALds gn

luncheon, panel discussion, and film on homelessness in Atlanta
e Dec. 11- Evening Advent Service of Lessons & Carols. 6:30 p.m.
eDec 18- Children's Pageant during our regular 11 a.m. worship service
eDec 24- Christmas Eve Candlelight Servicewill be at 5:30 p.m. Preservice mu-
sic will begin at 5 p.m.
eDec 25- Christmas Day Worship Service at 11 a.m.Rev. Bill Davis will preach.
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UPCOMING EVENTS (for more details & Committees Meetings see December Calendar)
¢ December2 Chmmdqg Fgntor Bgghrsl  r Bdkdag shnm “s |1 hkkagr
+ December 4 2nd Advent Sunday: Intergenerational Sunday ScheoChrismon making

1st Week Alternative Gift Market; CE Committee Meeting
December 7 FAMA: Homeless and the HolidaysLunch & Panel Discussion (see Newsletter article)
December 8 STWG Christmas Party (6:30 pm)
December 9 CYG: Advent Lock-in; Parents Night Out #1
December 11 3rd Advent Sunday: 2nd Week Alternative Gift Market,
Chili Supper, Carols & Lessons Service
Cdbdl adq 07 3sg @cudms Rtmc x9 Bgserkiee)ydmer Bgdghr sl " r
December 22 Staff & Session Christmas Party (6:30 pm)
December230° gdmsr Qq Mhfgs Nts "1
December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in Chapel (5:30 pm)<Music starts at 5:00>
December 25 Christmas Day Service
December 25 No Church School
December 26 Church Office Closed
December31Mdv Xd > q@r Dud ' Cqhud B gdet kkx(
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" < , 'December editoriali am currently alternating my reading between

the biographies of two men who have had a profound influence on my life:
Robert Heinlein and Steve JobH.you have read many of these editorials you
know | have a fondness for the work of both menWhile | met Robert Heinlein
once (at the first National Space Conference in 1984) | never made the pilgrimage
#_ to any of the Macworld Expos where for years Steve was the keynote presenter.

- As we approach the end of the year it is always tempting to reflect on the
hmektdmbdr "~ mc sgd bgnhbdr aqgntfgs tr sn
trate this month on Robert Heinlein; | will have further thoughts next month
on Steve.

(An aside before I go any further: do NOT bother with ANY of the dreck
that shows up as movies based on his books. Neither Hollywood nor TV has ever come
bknrd sn stgmhmf ghr ognrd hmsn " mxsghmf vngsoc
From Heinlein, | developed a fondness for pondering the question most of his novels
rs gqgsdc vhsg9 ®he sghr fndr nm&€- Gd v r qdl  qj
with a situation or scene, in the near or distant future, that could be instantly recognized; that
made sense and that did not require an extended background explanation before the reader
could proceed with the narrative. And his CHARACTERS! There is not a Heinlein fan alive
who would not instantly recognize by first name any of his major and most of his minor
charactersvithout anything else being said. You loved the heroes (many of whom were women
in a field that before Heinlein had only alpha males as protagonists), hated the villaing,loved
the adventure of the story. Yet merely from reading the adventure in his works Heinlein had
the ability to teach moral lessons, historical lessons, and crafted dialog that required his readers
learn to think. Heinlein was one of the two reasons | decided at an early age to become an
engineer. As we approach the beginning of a new year, | will close with one of my favorite
quotes from a Heinlein character; a quote that provides a useful tool as a life guiding principle:
AVhat are the facts? Again and again and agai@ what are the facts?
Shun wishful thinking, ignore divine revelation, forget what "the stars foretell,"
avoid opinion, care not what the neighbors think, never mind the unguessable
"verdict of history'd what are the facts, and to how many decimal places?
You pilot always into an unknown future; facts are your single clue.
Fds sgd 'eEgmdr g&gd Mnsdann jTimeBneugtfor boveqt r Kn mf
As alwaysthis issue comes bearing new gifts, but instead of explicating them | will let their content
stand for itself. Thank you all for your prayers over the summer to me and Linda. Onward to
January Ldgqx Bgghrsl r- "mc gdgdQscar sn =~ g oox Mdv Xd




Music Notes by Brad Schultz

There are many special services coming up this month that need your attenti 2
Bill Davis, the CYG folks and | have been working on a Sunday eveni

service during Advent in the Chapel. The service of vespers, or Evening Pr

will take place in the chapel at 5pm on thé'411", and 18. The services will

be brief; about a half hour total, with space for singing, silence, and proclama

of the Word, all led by the youth, Bill and I. On the one hand, this offers a quiet,

contemplative outlet for you to escape from your Christmas preparations and recharge

before the week. Advent is often overlooked due to the busgss of the season, aéd

though our time is squeezed tight as semesters end, and parties and gatherings ramp up

a little time set aside each week might be just what each of us need.

On the other hand, many of you suggested during the Stewardship process this fall that
it is time for Covenant to explore offering a second service option as a way of appearing more
visible to the community. Such an option will not be successful without your support, so
these three Sundays will serve as a bit of a litmus test to see if we as a congregation will support
a second weekly service with our presence and enthusiasm.

On Sunday, December 11at 6:30pm we will have our Advent service of Lessons and
B gnkr hm sgd r mbst gqgx- Ldladgr ne Bnudm msgQr
and the program has become a favorite throughout the years. Get it on your calendar, and
aghmf °~ eqhdmc sn °~ etkk ¢ xQr vngq "bshuh
Chili Supper, Vesperservice in the Chapel, and Lessons & Carols at 6:30

Sunday, December 18will be the Christmas Pageant with our Sunday
School duringthe 11:00 worship service. Those interested in participating shc
plan to be in the sanctuary at 9:30 sharp, when we will distribute parts, costur
and run the pageant before worship.

Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion will be on Saturday the
24" at 5:30pm. The Chancel Choir and | at the organ will begin the prelude
5:00, so plan to be there then.

We will do a summeistyle choir for worship onSunday, December 25
for anyoneinterested in learning an anthem, then singing it for worship. Meet in the choir
roomat10:30, mc vdokk rhmf ~s sgd 009// rdqguhbd nm

No shortage of great things going on this month. Get these on the calendar, spread the
vngc+ "~ mc vdogkk rdd xnt ~ s ®Bmdqrgho " mc ~ s vng

Christmas Pageant

Bnudm msqQr ~mmt k Bgqghrs
and youth will be held Sunday, December 18th
during worship. Costuming and rehearsal will
take place at 9:00 A.M. in the sanctuary. Youth
will be needed to act as readers, and children and
youth may take part as characters in the pageant.
Those who wish to participate in the pageant may
contact Brad Schultz through the church office or
at brad.s.schultz@gmail.com

December 2011 Newsletter




Covenant Presbyterian Church

NEWS FROM HAITI by Lee Wilder

As | write this, Thanksgiving is around the corner and we can give thanks for much in our

Haiti Partnership. Debbie Griffin and | returned from Haiti a few weeks ago having had the

bg mbd sn gduhdv hm cdosg ntqgq dwhrshmf oqnf q"
with Laura Matrtin of Ties that Matter. The island was green and lovely as the rainy season

neared its end. Plenty of Virginia Tech Orange Bowl hats (donate by John Greeley) were in
evidence and we enjoyed old and new friends.

THE GOAT PROJECT:
Vd .sq udkdc sn Knsngqqd vhsg I d m Sgnmdx+ sgd
ject. He was conducting a veterinary clinic for, the farmers of that community. A t? -

a
‘turous and, seemingly endless, ride in the bfk of agipkirip, we arrived at Lotorr",} |
set up. shop in a shady area under the trees.;: Wlthiﬁlﬁnnutes people an converging on the

5, 4
'ner%lp starts each part|C|pat|ng farmer out \M th o 'qf)regnant do and training. Some

ers never advance past that first goat but others are able to build a busmess of Ealsmg oats.

Je,an Thoney-gatheted the-community under the trees and mgmduéeé us a rep:esentatl es of
‘the partnership. He explained that th ney they would pay fggﬁs clinic t CC
all expenses andithe partnership provi il d long term fj{@claf suﬁp ort. We r

‘tound of applause and thanks. gron e,
4 //
Over the course of the afternoon %n Thoney vac( eated
and examined countless kids. We'had the opportunity to { Vera a > to
what the goat project ns to them. We were routinely told th oa\saallowed families to

feed their children | ed meat, that go: u d bé sold at market in order to purchase other
foods and that S could be sold IOB Xpenses or chool tuition.

e‘followéc’a woman named Monique to

5 ecrepit house. Monique told us

that raising ome for her ?amlly, allowing her to feed her

children and D 0 thabone time she was able to give a goat to a poor

friend. Monique, who has V|rtu‘a||y nothlng gave a goat to another neediér: person...In tears,

we were able to comprehend the true meaning of the goat project. Having goats IS economic
security in Haiti.

'"Dchsnger Mnsd9 Rdd Bghkcgdmg@gr Rtmc  x Rbgnnk Qdpt
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The Medika Mamba program (a peanut butter based supplement) is proving an effective tool

in addressing moderate to severe malnutrition. We had the opportunity to accompany
Nurse Ester, who is administering the program for the partnership, and two community
healthworkers to weekly clinics where the participating children are we|ghted and examined.
Vd ‘krn |l ds sgd ehqrs fgnt 2
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The most humbling r
her house. Shi

how healthy they seem. Nurse Ester will begin training mor
community health workers in the Medika Mamba protocol
and this program will be expanded to more of our partner-»

ship communities in the coming year. e

i
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ADULT LITERACY

public health an
functlonal literac

SEWING PROJECT
No matter the language, a room full of women sewing has &
lovely hum. We like to create, talk about food and children
"mchil ngd hlongs mskxhk tfg
case when LaurMartin, of Ties That Matter, and Sandy Cha
of Beatitudes, Inc, had gathered to work with women to lear
and to work as a group to better the lives of themselves and
their families. ,
With a huge duffle bag of donated ties, scissors, thread andis
imagination they created Haitian dolls in lovely silk dresses.
Each with a personality of their own, sewers and dolls alike,
the room was filled with joy and learning. Heads tied in icon
silk scarves the dolls lacked only a big basket of plantains o
mangos to be real.

It is humbling to see what women will do to give their childre L LS
the basic necessities of life, especially when one comes from a nation that takes much of that
for granted. Laura and Sandy did a workshop at St. Francis for the women of Pwoje Famn
: "mc sgd kd cdg ne ntg M  m L > mfn
traveled to Nan Mango to work with all the entire sewing
group. We were delighted to discover that the women have
been working together as a group and have real talent.
When we drove up to Nan Mango, we found that a group of
women had hauled a treadle sewing machine from some
distant house and had set up a sewing operation in the court-
yard by the church." bnmsq@qc nm enkknvhmf o fd
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Laura Martin has graciously committed to continue to work with the women of Nan Mango
and we have asked Pere Soner to locate two treadle machines that we will install at the school.
This group will be a cooperative, run for and by the women of Nan Mango. We will pro-

vide support, advice and enthusiasm. Look for their handiwork at the Global Gift Market!

,i Glogal ég Market

4 You will be able to buy handcrafts from*
Haiti, special notecards, goods from Ti
that Matter. We will also have a variety
cards for monetary gifts in support of ou

* proarams.
i i B

PUBLIC HEALTH

Laurie Sauerwein, a public health nutritionist, volunteered her time, expertise and travel expenses
to spend two weeks with us assessing the nutritional issues on LaGonave. She researched
locally sourced foods, costs, typical nutritional deficiencies and cultural considerations.
Laurie will help us develop a badly needed curriculum on nutrition for our community

health workers.

SUMMARY
It is a privilege to report that all of the partnership programs are running smoothly and
contributing to improving conditions in our communities. We continue to expand our fund
raising and are proud that 100% of fundsised go into programming.
Trinity Presbyterian Church has committed to joining the LaGonave Haiti Partnership
vghbg hr °~ sqdldmcntrkx dwbhshmf cdudknol dms-
group from Trinity, facilitating their initial trip to Anse -aGalets.
Covenant continues to take a leadership role within the Atlanta partnership and we are
committed to a mission model that gives our Haitian friends the skills and tools that they
need to strengthen their communities.
The next Covenant trip will be February 1824, 2012. A deposit of $100 is needed by
January 1, 2012 to guarantee a spot on the trip. Please contact me with any questlons regard-
ing the trip or our Haiti partnership. Lee Wilder T T s
Men anpil, chay pa lou.

The Covenant Haiti Committee has raised over $23,000 fo
projects in Haiti so far in 2011.0f that, less than $4,000 ha
come from Covenantmembers. We are reaching out into thg
community, to friends and familyto support this important
mission. You can help us by spreading the worédinvite
friends and neighbors to come to the Global Gift Market
or send people a link to our website
(www.lagonavepartners.org
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(A Note about a goat 4
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Global Gift Market

Sunday, December 4, 10:30 1:30
(Closed during Worship)
&

Sunday, December 11, 10:305:30
(Closed during Worship)

FOLLOWED BY

$5.00 Chili Supper 5:30-6:30
Lesson and Carols 6:30 7:30

OUR ANNUAL GLOBAL GIFT MARKET (formerly The Alternative Gift
Market) will again be offered the first two Sundays in December. A wonderful array
of gifts and foods from around the world will be for sale to benefit mission programs
we sponsod Ten Thousand Villages, our Haiti Project, & Fair Trade Coffee.

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES is a nonprofit fair trade organization that
markets handcrafted projects make by disadvantaged artisans from more than 120
artisan groups in more than 38 countries. It has spent more than 60 years cultivating
long-term buying relationships in which artisans receive a fair price for their work
"mc bnmrtldgr g ud "~ bbdrr sn tmhptd fhesr+
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THE LA GONAVE HAITI PARTNERSHIP IS a 26year partnership with
the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti and the people of La Gonave. Twelve communities
are served with schools, churches, Community Health Care Workers, a Goat Project
and Water Projects. There is also a clinic that is centrally located, which for many is
sgd nmkx gd ksg b gd sgdx "~ qgd "~ akd sn "~ bbdrr -
Program which serves severely malnourished children with the very effective Medika
Mamba, a readyo-use therapeutic food that can reverse severe malnutrition in as
little as 6 weeks. The partnership also supports Adult Literacy and economic
development, in collaboration with Beatitudes and Ties that Matter.

FAIR TRADE & EQUAL EXCHANGE  coffee, tea, hot chocolate, candy,
and nuts helps small farmers and their families in developing countries. Part of edach
purchase goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program that directly supportshegbis
project around the work. Equal Exchange purchases coffee and other products fram
worker-owned cooperatives and guarantees them a fair price and advanced credi

GOOD COFFEE
FOR A
GOOD CAUSE
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PLEASE COME, SHOP, & SUPPORT THESE WONDERFUL PROJECTS S

congregations with

BRING FAMILY & FRIENDS!
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small farmers
and their families

through fair trade



