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A Word From Ernie

Its beginning to feel like C Each dayitis [8
getting dark earlier and earlier. Its been overcast and rainirg
There is a chill in the air. And most of the leaves have falle#g
from the trees. The huge oak tree that | see through the
window of my study at the church now stands exposed andh
bare against the sky, signaling that the time for Christmas g%
near!
Christmas, to me, has always represented the triump
of life over death and light shining in the darkness. Though
sgd dw bs ¢ xXx ne Il drtrqQq ahqgsg hr mn

hrictmac t0o me
TINIVUITTUO LU dhi1w.,.

25, a date at the winter solstice. The winter solstice is the shortest day and longest night ¢
year, and it signifies the lengthening of days, i.e. the approach of warmer and brighter day
springtime. Thus, there is rich Christian symbolism of light and renewal associated with
choosing a Christmas date so close to the winter solstice.

The light of God enters into our dead places and our dark places to illumine, renew, and
transform them.

So as you gaze at the beautiful lights on your Christmas tree, or sit in front of a flickerin
Yule tide fire, or light your holiday candles, reflect quietlyonthi®@ Sgd s qt d kh
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. . . The light shines in the darkness, and t
chc mns nudqgPaadeniens - €

Blue Christmas Service

The Christmas holidays are a time for joyful celebratiollerry Christmas...
right? The expectation to be joyful and celebrate can often feel like just
another burden for those who have lost a loved one through death or
divorce, or who are caring for a sick family member, suffer themselves, hav

I'LL
HAVE
A
BLUE
CHRISTMAS
WITHOUT
YOU.

ment, crisis or loss in their life. No one wants to be a party pooper, so we al
carry on as best we can. But the pain of loss is real, and needs expression
healing. Whatever your loss or challenge, you are invited tBlae Christmas
Service to be held in our chapel on Sunday, Decembdtat%$:30 p.m.

This quiet, meditative worship service will provide an opportunity for us to remember our losses, share

our hurting places with God, and open our hearts to God's healing grace. The good news of Christ
is that God's grace comes to meet us in our need; God brings light to illumine our dark places. To
symbolize this, participants are invited to bring a candle to light. Jesus séldnie to me, all you who 4§
weary and carrying heavy burdens and | will give you Bstdme and invite others you know for
whom this service would be helpful.

lost a job, are under stress, or are dealing with some other setback, disappgint
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UPCOMING EVENTS (for more details & Committees Meetings see December Calendar)
¢ December3 BXF Ronmr ngQr O gdmsrqQ Mhfgs Nts "0 * Xnt{sg Knbj
December 5 2nd Advent Sunday: Intergenerational Sunday Scheolesse Tree Ornaments;

1st Week Alternative Gift Market; CE Committee Meeting
¢ December 9 STWG Christmas Party (6:30 pm)
+ December 12 3rd Advent Sunday: 2nd Week Alternative Gift Market,
. Chili Supper, Carols & Lessons Service
¢ December 14 Session Christmas Party (6:30 pm)
.
.
.

*

December170° gdmsr @ Mhfgs Nts "1

December 18 Covenant Dinner Groups Christmas Party (7:00 pm)

Cdbdl adqg 08 3sg @cudms Rt mc x9 Bgskrkoe) d
Blue Christmas Service in Chapel (5:30 pm)

December 23 Staff Lunch (12:00 noon)

December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in Chapel (5:30 pm)

December 25 Christmas Day (No Service)

December 26 No Church School

December 27 Church Office Closed

December31Mdv Xd > q@r Dud ' Cqhud B gdet kkx(
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December editorial: From Mark Twain to Robert Heinlein (and yes, including Robert Anton Wilson who was

a practicing Wiccan) all of my favorite authors have had emphatic views about God and refigion' ©He Fnc v ms

enkknv NMD gqdkhfhnm+ sgdm vgx chc gd | jd rn | > mx>¢g( @

leading talked about how we should approach people of other religions. The basic (I would say essential) answer: with. respe
Roger Zelazny, another favorite author, has a scene in his award winning blooid of Light (based on Hindu mythology)

where a character talks about God as a multifaceted gem: each facet of the gem is what an individual interprets God to be.

Since no human being can perceive all the facets of the jewel we tend to focus on only one or two; because we are limited t

gtl " m tmcdgrs mchmf mn gtl m adhmf b m sqtkx jmnv sgd di
elephant.

Rn vgdgd sn adf hm> @ nmd ne | x e unghsd " tsgngQr bg"
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once said of the universe) is that God is not only
stranger and more mysterious than we imagine, He is
stranger and more mysterious then we CAN imagine.

Yet the ultimate aim of life seems to be to attempt to
grow closer to the mystery of our creator, to know him
hm ghr | "mx | "mhedrs shnmr
season where we celebrate the birth of one of his
manifestations. Merry Christmas.

As always this issue comes bearing new gifts:
Dgmhd gdl hmcr tr ne sgd kh
| Brad muses and informs on Advent; we learn about new
partnership opportunities to help Haiti; we take a look
at another former retreat; Dave Linnen concludes his
Rsdv gqcrgho sdmtgd "mc rdghdr: sgdgd "~qd qdl hmcdgr ne B¢
to welcome and a new year to begin. As the winter celebrations of the year continue the dance with God is speeding up to it
gradual relaxation as the new year begins. Once again please send any suggestions or corrections in my direction. Onward
January and a NEW YEAR! Oscar

. (Building a world, one country at a time;
building a universe, one planet at a time.)

" esdqg rddhmf sgdrd ftxr+ H bntkcmgs adrh
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Music Notes by Brad Schultz

@cudms sdmcr sn ad | hrtmcdgrsnnc =~ Kk
the waiting for the coming of a Savior on Christmas Day, one who will bring peace an
r - ku shnm eng " kk+ ats vd cnmg@s kv xr

In many denominations, Lutherans included, Advent is symbolized by the color bl
in our decorations and paraments. Blue is considered a royal color by some, but man
attribute it to the color of the vast midnight sky over Bethlehem, the sky waiting to
receive the glow of a new day dawning, a Savior of humble beginnings, who will go on to do great things.

In other denominations and churches, Covenant included, Advent is symbolized by the color purple, also a royal
color, and also the color we use at Lent. Purple is also the color of a bruise, perhaps a bruise in the wrist left the
by a nail, a wound not forgotten, but healing nonetheless. Much emphasis has been given on Advent as a penit
tial season in recent years, and | tend to agree. We tend to hold off on the Christmas hymns until Christmas Eve
(with the exception of our Lessons and Carols Service on Decemb@rat 3:30), and much attention has been
fhudm hm gdbdms xd gqr sn ©Sgd @cudms Bnmrohqg bx+E€
and Love All in the face of a secular culture that would suggest otherwise (its fascinating, andvaliatdvent
conspiracy.org.

Hm vngrgho sghr @cudms shcd+ sgd bgnhg " mc H "~ qd
r sgd gxIm ©N Bnld+ N Bnld+ DIl " mtdk+& adf  nfor4f -
century. Also common in the Benedictine tradition of the"8century, the O Antiphons refer to the time period
jmnvm “r sgd O©Nbs ud€&€ adengd Bgghrsl r+ ng sdg'd dhf
There are a total of seven verses to the original chant, in Latin they@u@apientia(O Wisdom), O Adonai
(O Lord), O Radix Jesg® Root of Jesse)) Clavis David(O Key of David), O Oriens(O Rising Sun)O Rex
Gentium (O King of the Nations), andO Emmanuel While each verse highlights a name for the Messiah, they alsc
bear reference to the prophesy of the coming Savior found in Isaiah. All you Latin buffs out there (both of you)
will notice that if you take the first bold letter from each of the seven verses, it spells SARCORE, or backwards,
DQN BQ@R+ °~ K shm oggqg rd | d mhmf ©8Snlngqgnv+ H vhkl

Rn odgg or sg sQr @udms hm °~ mtsrgdkk: Bgqgqhrs h
The choirs have been working hard to prepare for our service of Lessons and Carols on théd2my hope for
them is that the preparation and the discoveries have been the most worthwhile. We hope to see you tSeee!
you in worship, and at work in the world. Brad

Help the choirs purchase music to enhance our worship!
A $50 donation (envelopes available in the office or in the Choir room) will fund
the purchase of an anthem for the choirs to use on Sunday morning. Dedicate the
anthem in honor of or in memory of a person or event if you like, and that infor-
mation will go on the music itself, and will be printed in the worship bulletin
every time the anthem is sung. See Music Director Brad Schultz for more informa-

tion, or email brad.s.schultz@gmail.com "Dchsnger mnsd9 AqQq cQg
music will be available really soon now.)

aananuanannannananaannang

Ensembles at Covenant:

g Chancel Choir: rehearses Wednesdays from 7Sgon. )
o Sings most Sundays and occasional special serviceﬁ
andbe oir : rehearses Sundays from 8:330.
o Handbell Choi h Sundays f 8330
usic Discovery: meets Sundays from 9:3®am.
o Music Di Sundays f 9:3M
preschool up to 1st grade
o hool 1 d
reble Choir : rehearses Sundays from 12:1:80.
&3 Treble Choi h Sundays f 121:80
nd8th grade
&3 2nd8th grad
r)
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Covenant Presbyterian Church

LaGonave Partnership

Covenant Presbyterian Church

2341 Peachtree Road

Atlanta, Georgia 30305

Community Health

Community Healthcare Workers are trained to identify signs of
malnutrition, to administer immunizations and vaccinations, to
teach principles of nutrition and provide some level of basic
healthcare including postatal visits. Each of the 20 healthcare
workers serves an assigned community of between 750 and 1,
villagers.

Children identified by the community health workers as being

malnourished are provided with nutritional supplements for one

xd g tmcdq sgd Bghkcqd mdive chlMites fiom sdechncommOmgiyn f g~ | -

are served at a time.

Sgd bnrs ne sgd BghkcgdmQgr Mtsqghshnm Oqnfq |
$48,000 per year..

The Community Health worker program has an annual cost of $12,000.

Wish List: first aid kits, scales and a base supply of éhercounter medicines to have on
hand as they visit communities.
A gift of $96 will sponsor a child for a year
@ fhes ne #4/ vhkk o " x °~ I nmsgQr r k> gx ¢

In the words of a Haitian proverb, At he r

Make note of the webswsvw.lagonavepartners.org
Bk hbj nm 9Ldrr fd An qc€ hm sgd toodg kde

Saving Soles

In Haiti, everyone walksWalks to school. Walks to church.

Walks to get watelMValks to the market, the cistern, the clinic.
People walk on muddy, rocky road&metimes, people have

shoes that fit but most of the time, people just
wear the shoes that are available. .
Covenant Presbyterian Church has launched ;
program to save soles for Hait’lease bring ne
or used (serviceable) shoes to church and we will get them to Haiti. Fina

donations will be used to buy shoes when we can find them on sale.

For more information, please contact Lee Wilder (404 218 2242kwiilder73@gmail.com

Donations can be brought or mailed to Covenant Presbyterian Church / 2461 Peachtree Road
Atlanta, Ga 30305

December 2010 Newsletter
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The Latronave ‘P&r&uarship

Dear Priends,

Thank you for wour past generous suppert of Bt Ba.:b]omey School located in Man Nange, a
remobe v:llage on the island of LaCronave, Hain. Nan Nango 10 a poor, rural comeamnity with
no oz&amsecl commarce. Meatof the n].]agen are farmerq, growing encugh for their families
and, Pexlmpn mere tosell atthe me]:br market, Yet, theoe facmlies value education and cur
student Bocly has giown from 150 to 250 studentn over the past three yearq.

Somebimes the teachere do not get pa.id, ye{:{hey ebll come to achool every chy There is such a
need that St Bubo]onny has ez:pandcclbo include a pxe-oclmol which meetn under a tarp as
there 1o not emuﬁh 1oom mdocre. There are favw booke in the claserocmand very Liomtad
supplies. Oux funds aining effortn have provided scholarehipe for the majority of the children
and we have cuppliecl the school with vitaoine o stave off the a.u-boo-{xequcnt malnubibon. A
Eiﬂ: of B125 will suppeorta ohild for ayearin sohool. Your contribution will & dixecﬂy o
the schocl mdyou willbe penona.uy invested in the cleve]opmnt of thege bvely children

Qur neads are great. The new claserocma for the wuneeutchﬂdxen wrll coet $10,000. The
cintern at the schoolie eufficient for 150 children but cannet hald enough watar for 250
children, a critical need in the d:y veancn. fAn additional cxtern will coet $3,000. We must

raine $15,000 ayear fo pay the ei&htbeacbeu. And, we can only dream o{fu.nding alunch
pxogxamintlu future.

Ths wondsrful newe s that we have a matohing ohallsnge grant of $10000. I we can rae
$10,000, it will be matched and we can build the classrcomm and the cistrrn

Pleage comnider a donabon o nuppoztﬂn wchool at NMan Nlango. Conk ibubcne can be gent o
Covenant Presbyterian Clurch (2461 Peachtiee Road, Adanta, GA 3G 05) with Haiti schock
vitten in the memo sechion. Please indicate i.fyou have a Pz efarence of di.zech'.n,g your
donation to the Bui.]di.n,s fund oz the tuwition program.

I'_es'pwa fo viv, (a Haiban prowr]: -Hopo makes one Lw)

Brent Adams, Atson Caughman, Debbie Griffn, Jim Mgeoldstad, Lee Wildear

"The roodd ko kheed s hever long” -




Covenant Presbyterian Church

TREAT YOURSELF TO A R

Although it may seem like a long time away our All Church Retreat at
Camp Mikell in North Georgia is coming up next March 120, 2011.

Vd g ud rs gsdc ntq rdghdr ne © r €
signup days left. At present we have only 75 spaces set aside.

FUN , FELLOWSHIP, FOOD: The weekend will = i d

include group games, a bonfire with a skatpng and rl ay

rolngdr+ ghjhmf rgnoohmf+ Mak Ghmsl vV +

Bl o Lhjdkkor e I ntr aqd’ je rs r bnmg

SO COME AND ENJOY!
E December 2010 Newsletter
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