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A Word From Ernie  

Its beginning to feel like Christmas to me.  Each day it is 

getting dark earlier and earlier. Its been overcast and raining.  

There is a chill in the air. And most of the leaves have fallen 

from the trees.  The huge oak tree that I see through the 

window of my study at the church now stands exposed and 

bare against the sky, signaling that the time for Christmas is 

near!   

         Christmas, to me, has always represented the triumph 

of life over death and light shining in the darkness. Though 

sgd dw`bs c`x ne Idrtrƍ ahqsg hr mns jmnvm+ sgd d`qkx bgtqbg rdsskdc nm Cdbdladq

25, a date at the winter solstice.  The winter solstice is the shortest day and longest night of the 

year, and it signifies the lengthening of days, i.e. the approach of warmer and brighter days of 

springtime. Thus, there is rich Christian symbolism of light and renewal associated with 

choosing a Christmas date so close to the winter solstice.   

The light of God enters into our dead places and our dark places to illumine, renew, and 

transform them.   

     So as you gaze at the beautiful lights on your Christmas tree, or sit in front of a flickering 

Yule tide fire, or light your holiday candles, reflect quietly on this: ƏSgd sqtd khfgs+ vghbg

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. . . The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

chc mns nudqbnld hs-Ɛ  Peace, Ernie 
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    Blue Christmas Service 

    The Christmas holidays are a time for joyful celebration. Merry Christmas...                 

                                       right?  The expectation to be joyful and celebrate can often feel like just  

                                       another burden for those who have lost a loved one through death or                                

                                       divorce, or who are caring for a sick family member, suffer themselves, have               

                                       lost a job, are under stress, or are dealing with some other setback, disappoint-          

                                       ment, crisis or loss in their life. No one wants to be a party pooper, so we all                     

                                       carry on as best we can. But the pain of loss is real, and needs expression and   

                                       healing.  Whatever your loss or challenge, you are invited to a Blue Christmas 

                                       Service to be held in our chapel on Sunday, December 19
th

at 5:30 p.m.                                           

This quiet, meditative worship service will provide an opportunity for us to remember our losses, share 

our hurting places with God, and open our hearts to God's healing grace. The good news of Christmas 

is that God's grace comes to meet us in our need; God brings light to illumine our dark places.  To  

symbolize this, participants are invited to bring a candle to light. Jesus said, "Come to me, all you who are 

weary and carrying heavy burdens and I will give you rest." So come and invite others you know for 

whom this service would be helpful.   

For more information, contact the church office at 404-237-0363 or email  office@covpresatl.org .  

mailto:office@covpresatl.org


            UPCOMING EVENTS (for more details & Committees Meetings see December Calendar) 

December 3  BXF Ronmrnqƍr O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "0 * Xntsg Knbj Hm 

December 5  2nd Advent  Sunday:  Intergenerational Sunday School  -  Jesse Tree Ornaments; 

   1st Week Alternative Gift Market; CE Committee Meeting    

December 9    STWG Christmas Party (6:30 pm) 

December 12  3rd Advent Sunday:  2nd Week Alternative Gift Market,  

    Chili Supper, Carols & Lessons Service 

December 14   Session Christmas Party (6:30 pm)       

December 17   O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "1 

December 18   Covenant Dinner Groups Christmas Party (7:00 pm) 

Cdbdladq 08 3sg @cudms Rtmc`x9 Bghkcqdmƍr Bgqhrsl`r O`fd`ms 'ctqhmf lnqmhmf service);  

    Blue Christmas Service in Chapel (5:30 pm)     

December 23   Staff Lunch (12:00 noon) 

December 24   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in Chapel (5:30 pm) 

December 25   Christmas Day (No Service) 

December 26   No Church School 

December 27   Church Office Closed 

December 31   Mdv Xd`qƍr Dud 'Cqhud B`qdetkkx( 

December editorial:  From Mark Twain to Robert Heinlein (and yes, including Robert Anton Wilson who was 

a practicing Wiccan) all of my favorite authors have had emphatic views about God and religionS- 'ƏHe Fnc v`msdc tr `kk sn

enkknv NMD qdkhfhnm+ sgdm vgx chc gd l`jd rn l`mx>Ɛ( @ qdbdms rdrrhnm hm sgd Rtmc`x Rbgnnk bk`rr sg`s Dqmhd g`r addm 

leading talked about how we should approach people of other religions. The basic (I would say essential) answer: with respect.   

     Roger Zelazny, another favorite author, has a scene in his award winning book Lord of Light  (based on Hindu mythology) 

where a character talks about God as a multifaceted gem: each facet of the gem is what an individual interprets God to be.  

Since no human being can perceive all the facets of the jewel we tend to focus on only one or two; because we are limited to 

gtl`m tmcdqrs`mchmf mn gtl`m adhmf b`m sqtkx jmnv sgd dmshqd drrdmbd ne Fnc- @klnrs khjd Jhokhmfƍr sgd akhmc ldm `mc sgd

elephant.   

     Rn vgdqd sn adfhm> @r nmd ne lx e`unqhsd `tsgnqƍr bg`q`bsdqr r`hc ne ghlrdke9 ƏNm dudm mtladqdc c`xr H `l ` lnmnsgdhrs:

nm ncc mtladqdc c`xr H `l ` onkxsgdhrs: `mc nm Kd`o Xd`qƍr C`x H `l ` rnkhorhrs-Ɛ Lx odqrnm`k adkhde 'khjd @kadqs Dhmrsdhm

once said of the universe) is that God is not only 

stranger and more mysterious than we imagine, He is 

stranger and more mysterious then we CAN imagine.    

     Yet the ultimate aim of life seems to be to attempt to 

grow closer to the mystery of our creator, to know him 

hm ghr l`mx l`mhedrs`shnmr- @mc mnv vdƍqd `s sgd 

season where we celebrate the birth of one of his  

manifestations.  Merry Christmas. 

     As always, this issue comes bearing new gifts:  

Dqmhd qdlhmcr tr ne sgd khfgs sg`s Idrtrƍ ahqsg qdoqdrdmsr+

Brad muses and informs on Advent; we learn about new 

partnership opportunities to help Haiti; we take a look 

at another former retreat; Dave Linnen concludes his 

Rsdv`qcrgho sdmtqd `mc rdqhdr: sgdqd `qd qdlhmcdqr ne Bgqhrsl`r `mc ntq bnlltmhshdrƍ mddcr: vd g`ud ` mdv oqdrbgnnk fqnto

to welcome and a new year to begin. As the winter celebrations of the year continue the dance with God is speeding up to its 

gradual relaxation as the new year begins. Once again please send any suggestions or corrections in my direction.  Onward to 

January and a NEW YEAR!       Oscar     

                               

'`esdq rddhmf sgdrd ftxr+ H bntkcmƍs qdrhrs hmbktchmf sgdl( 
 

 

 

.  (Building a world, one country at a time; 

building a universe, one planet at a time.)    
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     @cudms sdmcr sn ad lhrtmcdqrsnnc ` khsskd+ cndrmƍs hs> Vd jmnv sg`s hs hr rxlankhb ne

the waiting for the coming of a Savior on Christmas Day, one who will bring peace and 

r`ku`shnm enq `kk+ ats vd cnmƍs `kv`xr jmnv vg`s ntq qdronmrd sn @cudms rgntkc ad- 

      In many denominations, Lutherans included, Advent is symbolized by the color blue 

in our decorations and paraments. Blue is considered a royal color by some, but many  

attribute it to the color of the vast midnight sky over Bethlehem, the sky waiting to  

receive the glow of a new day dawning, a Savior of humble beginnings, who will go on to do great things.  

In other denominations and churches, Covenant included, Advent is symbolized by the color purple, also a royal 

color, and also the color we use at Lent. Purple is also the color of a bruise, perhaps a bruise in the wrist left there 

by a nail, a wound not forgotten, but healing nonetheless. Much emphasis has been given on Advent as a peniten-

tial season in recent years, and I tend to agree. We tend to hold off on the Christmas hymns until Christmas Eve 

(with the exception of our Lessons and Carols Service on December 12
th

 at 6:30), and much attention has been 

fhudm hm qdbdms xd`qr sn ƏSgd @cudms Bnmrohq`bx+Ɛ vghbg dmbntq`fdr tr sn Vnqrgho Etkkx+ Rodmc Kdrr+ Fhud Lnqd+

and Love All in the face of a secular culture that would suggest otherwise (its fascinating, and all at www.advent 

conspiracy.org).  

      Hm vnqrgho sghr @cudms shcd+ sgd bgnhq `mc H `qd l`jhmf trd ne sgd fqd`s ƏN @mshognmr-Ɛ Vg`s vd jmnv snc`x

`r sgd gxlm ƏN Bnld+ N Bnld+ Dll`mtdk+Ɛ adf`m `r sgd r`ld `mshognm`k bg`ms+ odqg`or `r d`qkx `r sgd 2
rd

 or 4
th

 

century. Also common in the Benedictine tradition of the 8
th

 century, the O Antiphons refer to the time period 

jmnvm `r sgd ƏNbs`udƐ adenqd Bgqhrsl`r+ nq sgd dhfgs c`xr adsvddm Cdbdladq 06 `mc sgd dudmhmf ne sgd 13
th

. 

There are a total of seven verses to the original chant, in Latin they are O Sapientia (O Wisdom), O Adonai  

(O Lord), O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse), O Clavis David (O Key of David), O Oriens (O Rising Sun), O Rex  

Gentium (O King of the Nations), and O Emmanuel. While each verse highlights a name for the Messiah, they also 

bear reference to the prophesy of the coming Savior found in Isaiah. All you Latin buffs out there (both of you) 

will notice that if you take the first bold letter from each of the seven verses, it spells SARCORE, or backwards, 

DQN BQ@R+ ` K`shm ogq`rd ld`mhmf ƏSnlnqqnv+ H vhkk bnld-Ɛ 

     Rn odqg`or sg`sƍr @cudms hm ` mtsrgdkk: Bgqhrs hr bnlhmf rnnm+ ats tmshk gd cndr+ vdƍkk s`jd hs nmd c`x `s ` shld-

The choirs have been working hard to prepare for our service of Lessons and Carols on the 12
th

, but my hope for 

them is that the preparation and the discoveries have been the most worthwhile. We hope to see you there! See 

you in worship, and at work in the world.   Brad 

 

 

 

Music Notes  by Brad Schultz 

Help the choirs purchase music to enhance our worship! 

A $50 donation (envelopes available in the office or in the Choir room) will fund 

the purchase of an anthem for the choirs to use on Sunday morning. Dedicate the 

anthem in honor of or in memory of a person or event if you like, and that infor-

mation will go on the music itself, and will be printed in the worship bulletin 

every time the anthem is sung. See Music Director Brad Schultz for more informa-

tion, or email brad.s.schultz@gmail.com- 'Dchsnqƍr mnsd9 Aq`cƍr khrs ne rtffdrsdc

music will be available really soon now.) 

Ensembles at Covenant:  

     Chancel Choir : rehearses Wednesdays from 7:30-9pm. 

          Sings most Sundays and occasional special services 

     Handbell Choir : rehearses Sundays from 8:30-9:30. 

     Music Discovery: meets Sundays from 9:30-10am.  

          (preschool- up to 1st grade) 

     Treble Choir : rehearses Sundays from 12:15-1:00.  

          (2nd-8th grade) 

http://www.adventconspiracy.org/
http://www.adventconspiracy.org/
mailto:Music@covpresatl.org
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Saving Soles 
 

In Haiti, everyone walks.  Walks to school.  Walks to church. 

Walks to get water. Walks to the market, the cistern, the clinic. 

People walk on muddy, rocky roads. Sometimes, people have 

shoes that fit but most of the time, people just 

wear the shoes that are available.   

Covenant Presbyterian Church has launched a 

program to save soles for Haiti.  Please bring new 

or used (serviceable) shoes to church and we will get them to Haiti. Financial 

donations will be used to buy shoes when we can find them on sale.  
For more information, please contact Lee Wilder (404 218 2242) or leewilder73@gmail.com.   

Donations can be brought or mailed to Covenant Presbyterian Church / 2461 Peachtree Road 

  Atlanta, Ga 30305 

LaGonave Partnership 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

2341 Peachtree Road 

Atlanta, Georgia 30305 

Community Health  

Community Healthcare Workers are trained to identify signs of 

malnutrition, to administer immunizations and vaccinations, to 

teach principles of nutrition and provide some level of basic 

healthcare including post-natal visits.  Each of the 20 healthcare 

workers serves an assigned community of between 750 and 1,000 

villagers. 
 

Children identified by the community health workers as being 

malnourished are provided with nutritional supplements for one 

xd`q tmcdq sgd Bghkcqdmƍr Mtsqhshnm Oqnfq`l- Svdmsx-five children from each community 

are served at a time. 
 

Sgd bnrs ne sgd Bghkcqdmƍr Mtsqhshnm Oqnfq`l hr #3+/// ` lnmsg enq `kk 4// bghkcqdm+ nq

$48,000 per year.. 
 

The Community Health worker program has an annual cost of $12,000. 
 

Wish List: first aid kits, scales and a base supply of over-the-counter medicines to have on 

hand as they visit communities.   

A gift of $96 will sponsor a child for a year.  

@ fhes ne #4/ vhkk o`x ` lnmsgƍr r`k`qx enq ` bnlltmhsx gd`ksg vnqjdq- 

 

In the words of a Haitian proverb, ñthe road to need is never long.ò 

Make note of the website: www.lagonavepartners.org.   

Bkhbj nm ƏLdrr`fd An`qcƐ hm sgd toodq kdes g`mc bnqmdq sn rdd sgd k`sdrs hmenql`shnm nm K` Fnm`ud- 

 

mailto:leewilder73@gmail.com
http://www.lagonavepartners.org/
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Another   
Retreat 

Although it may seem like a long time away our All Church Retreat at 

Camp Mikell in North Georgia is coming up next March 18-20, 2011. 

Vd g`ud rs`qsdc ntq rdqhdr ne ƏRhfmto Rtmc`xrƐ `mc sgdqd `qd nmkx svn

signup days left.  At present we have only 75 spaces set aside.   

TREAT YOURSELF TO A RETREAT!!! 

FUN , FELLOWSHIP, FOOD:  The weekend will 

include group games, a bonfire with a sing-along and 

rƍlnqdr+ ghjhmf rgnoohmf+ qdk`whmf+ ` s`kdms rgnv+ `mc

B`lo Lhjdkkƍr e`lntr aqd`je`rs rbnmdr- 

    

   SO COME AND ENJOY!  

Friday - Sunday 
March 18-20 
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All Pix  
from  

2004 Retreat 
 

 

 


