
     Our worship should be FAITHFUL, REAL/AUTHENTIC, 

& ORGANIC Ɗ These three words were overwhelmingly chosen 

as the most important descriptors of worship by those who 

attended the worship discussion sessions that were held last 

month. 

      Two others that were not on the list of options, but which I 

believe are also important are TRANSFORMING and SPIRITUAL.  

These five criteria will guide your church staff in our ongoing 

planning and preparation for the new, weekly worship gathering 

at Covenant.  The target date for beginning the new service on 

a regular basis is late April after Easter.  But during the season 

of Lent, your staff is planning three special Sunday evening  

services in the chapel at 7 p.m. Ɗ February 26    (HELP: the practice of expansion and petition), March 11 (a Jazz 

Vespers), and March 25 (A Service of Healing and Wholeness).  I hope to see you there.       In Christ,  Ernie 

   REMINDER  

OUR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

IS CALLED FOR FEB 5 Ƌ>>  THIS SUNDAY << Ƌ 

following our worship service for the yearly purposes of: 

dkdbshmf neehbdqr+ unshmf nm sgd o`rsnqrƍterms of call, and 

discussing and receiving annual staff reports and the 2012 

budget 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (for more details & Committees Meetings see February Calendar) 

February   1    FAMA Luncheon  

February   5    Intergenerational Sunday School  &  Annual Congregational Meeting   

                 AND    (Souper Bowl / Super Bowl) 

Edaqt`qx 8 Rdbnmc Sgtqrc`x Vnldmƍr Fqnto 

Edaqt`qx 0/ O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "0 

February   11  Presbytery Meeting;  ACOG Morning Recital in Sanctuary at 11:00 am 

February   12   Lunch & Learn: Looking at End of Life Issues 

February   14  Valentines Day 

February   18  Brad Schultz Recital at Emory 4 pm 

February   22  Ash Wednesday Service 7 pm in Chapel 

February   24  Parents Night Out #2 

February   26  Guest Minister Reverend Paul Roberts; CYG Fundraising Lunch; Lenten Vesper  Svc. 

February   28  Session Meeting 

February   29  Happy Leap Year!  

See Website for Details: www. faithallianceofmetroAtlanta.org  
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      A Word From Jill....An invitation to the Lunch and Learn:  

                                        Looking at End -of-Life Issues     Sunday , Feb. 12, 2012  
     

      Enq rdudq`k lnmsgr sghr e`kk sgd Sgtqrc`x lnqmhmf vnldmƍr rohqhst`khsx fqnto g`r enbtrdc nm Ədmc ne

khed hrrtdrƐ nq ots `mnsgdq v`x nm cd`sg `mc cxhmf- Vd g`ud knnjdc `s sghr snohb eqnl ansg ` e`hsg odqrodbshud

and a practical one.  You may wonder why we would choose to focus on such a potentially depressing topic 

vgdm sgd qdrs ne btkstqd hr sqxhmf cdrodq`sdkx sn cdmx hs- Khjd L`qj Sv`hm r`hc+ ƏVd `kk jmnv sg`s `kk ne tr

`qd fnhmf sn chd+ vd itrs gnod sg`s hm ntq b`rd `m dwbdoshnm vhkk ad l`cd-Ɛ 'nq rnldsghmf bknrd sn sgd r`ld

idea). 

     While we believe from a faith perspective that we have eternal life and  that the spirit lives on with God 

after the body dies, most of us still have fears and resistance to looking honestly at our own deaths and the 

deaths of those we love. And yet at the beginning of Lent every year during the Ash Wednesday service we 

`qd snkc+ ƏQdldladq sg`s xnt `qd ctrs+ `mc sn ctrs xnt rg`kk qdstqm-Ɛ Ntq d`qsgkx intqmdx g`r khlhsr `mc

remembering that can help us live life more fully.  It has been said by wise people of many different faiths 

that when we are not afraid to die, we are not afraid to live.  Many people who have had a close brush with 

death have valued their lives more deeply.  

       Vd `krn knnjdc `s sgdrd hrrtdr eqnl sgd oq`bshb`k rs`mconhms ne gnv oqdo`qhmf enq nmdƍr cd`sg b`m ad `

knuhmf sghmf sn cn enq nmdƍr e`lhkx- Vd knnjdc `s l`jhmf vhkkr+ khuhmf vhkkr+ `mc bqhshb`k bnmchshnm chqdbshudr

(in case one becomes incapacitated and cannot make medical decisions for themselves). We discussed how to 

kd`ud hmrsqtbshnmr enq ` etmdq`k rdquhbd+ gnv `mc vgdqd nmd v`msr sn ad atqhdc+ gnv sn s`kj sn nmdƍr bghkcqdm

about these issues, and even how to make sure your loved ones can find things like the key to the safety  

deposit box.  Those of you who remember Barbara Disque might know that she left her pastors and family 

very specific instructions for her funeral that made it very easy for us to honor her wishes. 

        Vd g`c sgd noonqstmhsx sn s`jd ` Əehdkc sqhoƐ sn Gnmdx Bqddj Vnnck`mcr+ ` bnmrdqu`shnm atqh`k

ground where one can be buried without being embalmed for a fraction of the price of a traditional burial. 

The Hospice Atlanta chaplain came to speak to us and Susie Soper, a woman in our community spoke to us 

about a workbook she had written called The ObitKit: A Guide to Celebrating Your Life. 

      Sgd Sgtqrc`x Vnldmƍr Rohqhst`khsx fqnto vntkc khjd sgd noonqstmhsx sn rg`qd rnld ne vg`s vd g`ud

learned with the Covenant Congregation at the Lunch and Learn.  We will have materials to give  you as 

vdkk `r rnld ne ntq sgntfgsr- Hm `cchshnm Bg`qknssd Bnnj vhkk rg`qd `ants Bnudm`msƍr Ldlnqh`k F`qcdm

and Yvonne Thayer, our Stewardship Chair, will tell you how you can put Covenant in your will. 

       @mc cnmƍs enqfds9 Bnkkhm vhkk g`ud ` ld`k sn chd enq Gnod sn rdd xnt sgdqd- 

   Friends from outside of Covenant are welcome to attend as well.  Jill 

Bon  

App®tit! 
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February News: Otsshmf sgd Ohdbdr Snfdsgdqƕ 

This January I have found that all the pieces of what I do with Covenant, the 

work I do at the Presbytery and national levels, and my studies at Candler have 

collided in some weird and pretty fun ways. 

 My January started with a week at Montreat where I was assisting with 

the music for the College Conference. Then a youth workers conference and 

back to Atlanta, all by the 8
th

. Classes started and were running for a week when I found myself on a plane 

to Grand Rapids for the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship Symposium on Worship. 

     Sghr vddj Hƍl fdsshmf sn rodmc shld hm rdlhm`qr+ vnqjrgnor+ `mc vnqrgho rdquhbdr vhsg rnld ne sgd adrs

scholars and practitioners who dream about what our worship might become. One of these men is John 

Bell (pictured) who will be one of the lead speakers at the Candler Singing 

Church Conference coming up this spring. (Ed. Note: See bulletin board.)   He is a 

huge influence as I think about what music we sing both as a youth group, and 

as a church.  

     John is also connected to us in another way. This summer when CYG goes to 

the Montreat youth conference from June 10-16, John will be the conference 

oqd`bgdq- @mc sg`sƍr vgdqd xnt adbnld o`qs ne sgd lhrrhmf ohdbdr - - - 

     In order to help offset the cost of our trip to Montreat this summer, CYG is 

doing some fundraising this spring. There are a couple ways for you to be involved. 

On Saturday March 24
th

 CYG will be hosting a yard sale. If you are looking 

to de-clutter or downsize, we would love to help you create some more space. We are accepting donations 

for the yard sale. Please let me know if you have something you would like to donate and we can help 

move bigger items, and help make sure the space is unlocked for you when you drop stuff off. Also be sure 

to tell your friends about this exciting event. 

     Also coming up at the end of February, on the 26
th

, CYG invites you to join us for a pancake lunch 

following church - Vdƍkk jhbj nee ntq ƏV`kk ne LnmdxƐ etmcq`hrdq `mc rg`qd rnld mdvr `ants vg`s g`r

been going on in CYG and where we are headed as a group. Please come join us in this great time of 

fellowship. 

     I cannot express my gratitude for the ways that the Covenant family has continued to support the 

Covenant Youth Group in all of our mission and fellowship activities. I look forward to the adventures 

that are ahead of all of us.  Grace and Peace,  Bill 
 

Other upcoming CYG events:  

Feb 5
th

      Souper Bowl of Caring Collections 

      Super Bowl Party Ɗ Ldds `s sgd LbL`gnm.Enqcƍr `s 5ol sn rg`qd hm rnld fqd`s ennc+ f`ldr+

  and fellowship during the 1
st

 half of the game. Pick up will be at half time.  

  Bring your favorite party snack to share. 

Feb 12
th

    Dinner and Fellowship Ɗ Vdƍkk ad inhmdc ax ldladqr ne sgd Lhrrhnm Bnllhssdd vgn vhkk rg`qd

  about how they use their gifts and skills in places like Haiti, and in other areas, as we continue 

  our conversations about Spiritual Gifts. 

Feb 17
th

    David LaMotte Ɗ Vdƍkk intqmdx to Od`bgsqdd sn Nfkdsgnqod Oqdraxsdqh`m Bgtqbg sn rdd sghr

  fqd`s `qshrs odqenql khud- Ldds `s sgd bgtqbg `s 5904- Vdƍkk ad a`bj ax 0/92/- Shbjdsr `qd #0/- 

Feb 19
th

    Dinner and Fellowship Ɗ Vdƍkk ad inhmdc ax nsgdq Bnudm`ms rs`ee ldladqr vgn vhkk rg`qd `ants

  they use their gifts in talents in service to the church and community as we wind down our 

  series on Spiritual Gifts. 

Feb 26
th

     Pancake Lunch following Worship 
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Many music events are coming up soon! 
  

On February 11 Covenant will host the Atlanta Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists (AGO)  for a morning recital in the 

sanctuary, featuring students of the organ from the surrounding 

area. Reservations and membership are required for the meal and 

meeting that follows, but the recital at 11 am is free and open to 

the public.  

 

 

 On Saturday, February 18, I invite you all to the Glenn Memorial Auditorium on the campus of Emory 

Tmhudqrhsx enq lx Fq`ct`sd nqf`m qdbhs`k+ vghbg etkehkkr nmd ne sgd qdpthqdldmsr enq lx L`rsdqƍr cdfqdd-

The one-hour program begins at 4pm and is followed by a reception in the upper lobby of the Schwartz 

Center for the Performing Arts, just up the street. Free parking is available in the Fishburn Lot, accessible 

off North Decatur Road between Clifton and Oxford. 

   

Wednesday, February 22 marks the beginning of our journey into Lent with an Ash Wednesday service, 

held in the chapel at 7pm.  Additionally, during Lent we will add a Sunday evening worship service on 

alternate weeks in the chapel. During these services we will put into practice some of the ideas bounced 

around during the January Adult Sunday school classes. All three will be different, so plan now to be at 

all three. Dates are February 26, March 11, and March 25, 7pm in the Chapel.  

  

See you at worship, and at work in the world..  Brad Schultz 

Music Notes  by Brad Schultz 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE by Yvonne Thayer 

Fellow Members of Covenant, 

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, let me thank you for the support you have given to the church's 

Growing Covenant stewardship campaign. Over the last few months you have heard about our efforts, 

and, importantly, responded through your pledges for 2012.  While we did not articulate a goal for giving, 

my personal goal was to realize a pledge level that would exceed the previous year.  I am pleased to report 

that our congregation not only exceeded the amount of pledging for 2011, but that we exceeded the previous 

four years of pledging. This is no small accomplishment given the economic challenges many of us are 

experiencing.  I believe this pledge to giving represents a serious commitment of our community to not 

only support our current church program, but to grow Covenant in a variety of ways. 

     The Stewardship Committee is not resting.  Growing Covenant is a theme you will hear throughout 

the year.  You'll see references to stewardship in the bulletin and newsletter, you'll hear about different 

ways we can be stewards during worship, you'll learn about the Biblical context of stewardship in sermons, 

you'll hear about options for giving during Lunch and Learn sessions, and you'll have an opportunity to 

think about your service when we look at Time and Talent Surveys that will help us develop membership 

for committees. All of this is important to create an understanding that stewardship encompasses more 

than annual giving. 

     It is an honor to serve as chair of this work, and I am humbled by the response expressed by this won-

derful church community. 

GROW  

COVENANT    

AN UPDATE FROM THE H AITI COMMITTEE by Lee Wilder 

Vd L`cd @kk @ƍr    

Gdqd hr ntq ehqrs Əqdonqs b`qcƐ eqnl Enmjnyd sgd @ctks Khsdq`bx sq`hmdq hm Onqs @t Oqhmbd vgn g`r addm

our collaborator on the new Adult Literacy project. We just began in September, a program that grew out 

ne nmd xntmf vnl`m vgn ronjd to hm ` bnlltmhsx lddshmf `s M`m L`mfn9 ƏVg`s vd vntkc qd`kkx khjd hr

sn kd`qm sn qd`c khjd ntq bghkcqdm `qd kd`qmhmf-Ɛ 
 

After we cleared our tears (during the thunderous applause she got from her neighbors) we vowed to help 

them learn to read. Thanks to a quick response from our friends (like you) we had the program up and running 

in less than 6 months. And now, our first report card. We feel like kids again! 
 

I am very pleased with the prospect of meeting you next month, as you have requested.  Today we had a 

meeting of the Education Agents at the officce in Port au Prince.  I was enchanted with the reports that 

Robert, gave on the work going on in Lagonave.  He is very satisfied with the collaboration he receives 

from Pere Soner and others from his Congregation, and it turns out your program is the best in attendance 

and commitment from both participants and monitors.  Congratulations on a well motivated group of 

beneficiaries in your program. 
 

        And, a huge thanks from the people of La Gonave. They are finally learning to read. 
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COVENANT WELCOMES  

A SPECIAL GUEST PREACHER ON FEBRUARY 26 -  

 Rev. Paul T. Roberts,  

President-Dean of Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary 

         LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS ARE AVAILABLE NOW at the back of the sanctuary  

for use during the season of Lent which begins this year with Ash Wednesday on 

February 22. 

 ƏSgd 3/ c`xr ne Kdms `qd sq`chshnm`kkx ` odqhnc ne ldchs`shnm+ oq`xdq `mc

spiritual renewal among Christians.  Renewed For Life is a series of meditations 

drawn from the writings of Henri J.M. Nouwen, who has tried as fervently as anyone 

to help Christians renew their lives in the often chaotic pace of the modern world.  

Renewed For Life is designed to help you receive more fully the blessings of Prayer, 

Silence, Solitude and the Presence of God in the world. . . not only during Lent but 

throughout the year.  Through the discipline of daily prayer with Scripture, you 

will foster your commitment to spiritual growth during Lent. 

 Each reading is accompanied by a Scripture reading.  After each meditation,  

a summary thought or prayer is provided to capture the spirit of the meditation.  

You may want to formulate your own prayer, but it is helpful to keep a specific 

prayer in your heart and mind each day.  This Lenten mediation plan is personal; 

you do it by yourself or with other members of your family or prayer group.  May the words of Scripture 

snfdsgdq vhsg sgd qdekdbshnmr ne Gdmqh Mntvdm dmbntq`fd `mc rsqdmfsgdm xntq rohqhs hm oqdo`q`shnm enq D`rsdq-Ɛ 

Reverend Paul Timothy Roberts, Sr., has served as the President- 

Dean of Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary at the  

Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, GA, since 

April 2010.   

     Raised in Bradenton, FL, Paul graduated from Princeton  

University in 1985 with the Bachelor of Arts degree in Architecture and African-

American studies.  He holds a  Master of Divinity degree from Johnson C. Smith 

Theological Seminary and is an Academic Fellow of the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey in Celigny, Switzerland.     

Paul was the Pastor of Church of the Master Presbyterian in Atlanta for 13 years, and has served on numerous 

denominational and advisory committees.   He is a contributing writer to Pastoral Theology from a Global 

Perspective: A Case Method Approach, published by Orbis Books in 1996.  Prior to his career in ministry, 

Paul worked for eight years in the advertising industry in New York City.   

         Paul enjoys tennis and gardening and is married to Nina Lambert Roberts.   

         They have three children: Nia (15), Paul II (10), and Jalen (8). 
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To our Covenant family, 
 

Pinckney Straughn and I would like to thank you for your continued support of BCM (Buckhead Christian 

Lhmhrsqx( nudq sgd xd`qr- Ohmbjmdx `mc H `qd xntq qdoqdrdms`shudr nm ABLƍr An`qc ne Sqtrsddr- 1/00 v`r

a very good year for BCM, due in part to your support.  Listed below is a breakdown of support rendered 

to our clients in 2011.To those of you new to Covenant and/or the Atlanta area see below who we serve, 

our vision and mission statements: 

WHO WE SERVE :  BCM serves individuals and families, primarily low-income workers, who are in  

ehm`mbh`k bqhrhr `mc nq `s qhrj ne adbnlhmf gnldkdrr- ABL rdqudr qdrhcdmsr ne Ə04Ɛ @sk`ms` yho-codes and 

people of all religious affiliations. 

VISION STATEMENT:  A community of neighbors bringing life-changing hope and financial stability 

to individuals and families in crisis. 

MISSION STATEMENT:  BCM helps people in financial crisis meet their basic needs and achieve self-

sufficiency.  BCM provides emergency and housing assistance, and life-skills education, placing special  

emphasis on the needs of low-income workers.  BCM fosters community by engaging volunteers in bring-

ing hope and compassion to people of all faiths. 

For information on any of the programs listed, please contact Pinckney, myself, or you may contact BCM 

directly.  Please note, there are many opportunities for volunteers at BCM.  Once again thank you. 

 

EA is Emergency Assistance 
 

The 70/30 Project prevents homelessness for  

working people who need more than one-time  

assistance in order to avoid losing their home.  

BCM Update by Rena J. Marroquin 
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CENTRAL NIGHT SHELTE R : Thanks to the 28 Covenant 

members who have already volunteered at the Central Night Shelter this season. 

There are quite a few open slots for the rest of the season beginning with the 

need for overnight volunteers on January 18th. 
 

Those who have been at the shelter recently have been touched and distressed 

by the large number of people sleeping on the street.  The guests at the shelter 

are so grateful for a warm, dry place to sleep and the wonderful meals prepared 

by volunteers.   

See the list of volunteers posted outside the Sanctuary. Why not add YOUR 

name to the list?  Please contact Lee Wilder to volunteer (404 218 2242 or leewilder73@gmail.com).  

 Lee Wilder 

 

 

 

 

Dchsnqƍr Mnsd9We are also still collecting blankets 

for the Every Life Matters program. 

Our total, to date, has been 34. 

NEXT: OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER  

Thursday, February 9
th

 Ɗ dinner only 

Monday, February 27
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

Monday, March 12
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

 

 

A request was made for a handy checklist for the BCM Food Collectioné. 

BCMƋFood Collection 

The Mission Committee has a monthly collection of food for BCM's pantry on the first 

Sunday of each month.  If you forget to bring on the first Sunday, the following Sunday will 

be fine.  There are two designated bins marked BCM; one outside the sanctuary on the  

Terrace street side, the other near the doorway in the Westminster Room off the parking 

lot.  The suggested shopping list below will feed a family of four: 

  Instant oatmeal or grits - 1 box       Peanut Butter - 2 small jars 

  Jelly - 1 small jar                            Cornbread mix - 2 boxes  

  Soup - 4 cans                                 Macaroni & Cheese - 4 boxes 

  Dried beans - 1 bag                        Spaghetti - 1 medium box 

  Rice - 2 bags                                  Spaghetti Sauce - 2 jars 

  Canned Vegetables - 4 cans             Canned Beans - 3 cans 

  Canned Tuna - 4 cans 

mailto:leewilder73@gmail.com
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ALL CHURCH RETREAT: Our next annual All Church Retreat at Camp Mikell in 

North Georgia will take place on March 16-18, 2012. We hope to see you there. 
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