
Praise the LORD with the lyre; make melody to 

God with the harp of ten strings.   

Sing to God a new song; play skillfully on the 

strings, with loud shouts.  

    For the word of the LORD is upright, and all 

Fncƍr vnqj hr cnmd hm e`hsgetkmdrr- Fnc knudr

righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the 

steadfast love of the LORD. Ɗ Psalm 33:2-5 

 As part of our 2012 theme to Grow 

Covenant, a new weekly worship experience 

is in the preliminary planning stages.  We are 

thinking of 7 p.m. Sunday evenings in our beautiful, intimate chapel but are 

open to considering other times.  This time was chosen so as to not conflict 

with either our Sunday morning education & worship schedule or our Sunday 

evening youth program.  The format will be less formal and more interactive 

and dialogical both in the message and in prayer time.   

 We will sing a wide variety of music, accompanied by guitar, piano, 

hand drums and whatever other instruments are available. Video will be used 

to enhance both learning and singing.  If this idea is one that excites you, and 

you would like to be part of a team with your pastoral and music staff developing 

this service, please contact Pastor Ernie at ernie@covpresatl.org.  

 As part of the planning process, Bill Davis and I will be leading an open 

discussion of emerging forms of worship during the 9:30 a.m. Sunday church 

school hour beginning Sunday January 8
th

 (see the announcement below).   

All adults and older youth are invited to attend and share their ideas, feelings, 

and questions.  I hope to see you there.    Hallelujah, Ernie  
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WORSHIP 2012:  Traditional. Contemporary. Authentic. Organic. Emerging. Real. Contemplative. 

Faithful. Blended. Alternative.   

We talk about worship in many different ways. As we begin to plan and organize a second worship experience 

`s Bnudm`ms xntƍqd hmuhsdc sn inhm sgd bnmudqr`shnm- 

           Sunday mornings in January, beginning January 8, we will talk about the variety of worship styles, words 

 we use about worship, and the different possibilities for worship together as a faith community.  This open  

discussion, for adults and youth, will be led by Bill Davis and Ernie Hess in the Dennison room at 9:30 am.   
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           UPCOMING EVENTS (for more details & Committees Meetings see January Calendar) 

January   1      1st Service of the Year  -  Happy New Year! 

January   2      Church Office Closed 

January   8 Teacher Appreciation Lunch; CYG Potluck  

January 12      MN Rdbnmc Sgtqrc`x Vnldmƍr Fqnto Lddshmf sghr lnmsg 

January 13 O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "0 

January 17 MLK, Jr. Birthday      

January 18 Choir Resumes;   CNS: Dinner, Sack Lunches, Overnight 

January 25 Session Meeting, 6:30 pm      

January 26 CNS: Dinner Only      

January 27 O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "1 

     

THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  is called for 
February 5, 2012 following our worship service for the purpose of:  
electing officers, voting on the pastorsô terms of call, and  
discussing and receiving annual staff reports and the 2012 budget. 

January editorial:  In his sermon last Sunday, Ernie told the story of a farmer who 

broke his leg (Bad luck!) but then was not conscripted when his ruler sent soldiers looking 

for troops to fight a distant war (Good luck ( `mc Dqmhd l`cd sgd rs`sdldms ƏFnnc ktbj+ a`c

ktbj: vgn jmnvr>9Ɛ
1

  The question brought back an old memory 

from college that I had during  one of those deep philosophical 

'ƏatkkƐ( rdrrhnmr sg`s rstcdmsr `qd oqnmd sn- 

 @ eqhdmc `rjdc ld sgd ptdrshnm ƏVg`s l`jdr ` cheedqdmbd>Ɛ 

I spent several days trying to answer her and finally she stated that 

the (her( `mrvdq v`r Əvgdqd xntq gd`c hr `sƐ- H qd`khydc sgdm sg`s

Point of View
2

 goes a long way to answering questions we may have 

vgdm vd vnmcdq Əvg`s v`r H 'nq Əvg`s vdqd sgdx( sghmjhmf>Ɛ 

This idea is sort of like the Heinlein quote that says when anyone 

`rjr sgd ptdrshnmr Əvgx cnmƍs sgdxƕ->ƐƋ especially about business 

or government actions the lack thereof Ƌ the answer is invariably 

money. (Sqx hs `r `m `mrvdq: xntƍkk ehmc hs trt`kkx vnqjr-( 

 Human beings are curious critters.  From my youngest grandson to my oldest friend, 

people have strongly held, intensely personal beliefs based on their life experiences.  You 

cannot argue someone out of something they were not argued into. 

 Think about this premise in the year to come as we begin to watch an election year 

with a global panoramic backdrop that is simultaneously mystifying, mesmerizing, and  

often infuriating.
3

 We cannot change each other; we can only change ourselves.  So at this 

outset, let us agree to disagree; appreciate our differences; and enjoy the lives we are given.   

 Once again please send any suggestions or corrections in my direction.  Onward to 

February as we embrace our NEW YEAR!       Oscar   

 

 

Background music references: 

0- Dldqrnm+ K`jd+ `mc O`kldq9 ƏVg`s ` Ktbjx L`mƐ 

1- Ana Cxk`m9 ƏS`mfkdc To hm AktdƐ 

2- Sgd Vgn9 Ə@mnsgdq Sqhbjx C`x 'enq Xnt(Ɛ 
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GROW  

COVENANT    

hr sghr xd`qƍr 1/01 rsdv`qcrgho b`lo`hfm sgdld- 

2012 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN UPDATE:  As of Wednesday, January 4, we have received 85 

pledges for a total of $411,474.  Of these 29 are increased, 36 are the same, 14 are decreased, and 6 are new. 

 There are still some pledgers we have yet to hear from.  Please fill out a pledge card, found in the steward-

ship brochures in the pew, or email your pledge to kimberly@covpresatl.org.   

  Thank you for your generous support as together we work to Grow Covenant.  

CYG in January Ɗ Upcoming Events 

January 8
th

 Parent/Family Potluck 

CYG will kick off the new year with a potluck Sunday night for youth and 

sgdhq e`lhkhdr- Vd vhkk nmbd `f`hm nqf`mhyd ennc ax k`rs m`ldƕ @-G Dessert,  

H -O Meat/Main Dish, P-Y R`k`c.Rhcd Chrg- Vdƍkk ok`x ` f`ld nq svn+ l`xad

sing a song or two, and go over our spring calendar, including talking about 

our summer trips to Montreat and Massanetta Springs. Come join us at 5:30. 

January 15
th

 Dinner and Fellowship 

January 22
nd

 Dinner and Fellowship 

January 29
th

 Dinner and Fellowship 

Other upcoming CYG events Ɗ 

This spring CYG will be hosting a basement/yard sale as a fundraiser for our summer trips. We would love 

to help you clean out some clutter Ɗ furniture, clothes, kitchen-ware, stuff like that. Talk to Bill for more 

info on how you can make contributions to the CYG spring sale. 

 

 As we head towards the Super Bowl in early February,  

 CYG will once again collect canned goods and money to be donated to the 

 Atlanta Community Food Bank. Be on the look out for more information as 

         well get towards the end of the month. 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR !! 

T          A          C          K         L           E            H            U            N             G           E           R 

mailto:kimberly@covpresatl.org
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Because of my teaching 

schedule on Sunday 

lnqmhmfr vhsg sgd bghkcqdmƍr fqntor+ H vnmƍs fds sn o`qs`jd hm sgd rdqhdr ne

Worship discussions coming up, facilitated by Bill Davis and Ernie Hess, 

and designed to lead us towards some ideas for an alternative worship  

experience at Covenant. Sometimes people assume that organists are by 

their very nature opposed to such a thing, but nothing could be further 

from the truth! So, for lack of weekly participation on my part in the discussion, yet as one 

who takes very seriously the call to a vocation of planning meaningful worship, five norms 

for your consideration: 

0- Sgdqd hr mn qnnl hm vnqrgho ok`mmhmf enq ƏSq`chshnm`k ur- Bnmsdlonq`qxƐ k`mft`fd- 

Congregations that adopt these terms tend to run into trouble, fractioning off into two separate 

entities, especially when they box in certain characteristics to one or the other.  

ƏSq`chshnm`kƐ cndr mns hmgdqdmskx qdoqdrdms sgd nkcdq bqnvc+ qnadc bgnhqr `mc kd`cdqr+ nqf`mr+

o`rsnqr+ `mc khstqfx+ mnq cndr ƏBnmsdlonq`qxƐ ld`m b`rt`k+

younger, hipper, guitars and amps, or praise 

choruses. In every worship service, in fact, 

there is a combination of both; elements that 

remain the same from week to week and  

adbnld o`qs ne sgd `rrdlakxƍr sq`chshnmr+ `mc

elements that are always changing, evolving, 

contemporizing. Nobody really knows what these terms are supposed 

sn ld`m- Cnmƍs trd sgdl- 

2.  All worship is contextual, and tailored to the unique needs and gifts of the community 

worshipping. When I came to Covenant, I saw few signs in worship of the great ministries 

we do to the greater community, and the whole world, especially to Haiti, hence the emphasis 

nm fkna`k ltrhb k`sdkx- Hsƍr `krn vgx+ adb`trd l`mx u`ktd sgd hmshl`bx ne sgd bnmfqdf`shnm+

we provide a long time for fellowship and passing of the peace. We take much time for the 

`mmntmbdldmsr `mc sgd bnmbdqmr ne sgd bgtqbg+ `mc rnldshldr vd kds sgd Bghkcqdmƍr Ldrr`fd

s`jd nm sgd q`oonqs ne sg`s nkc Ahkk Bnrax rgnv+ ƏJhcr R`x sgd C`qmcdrs SghmfrƐ adb`trd

worship reflects context. I get a little skeptical in conversations revolving around alternative 

vnqrgho vgdm ƏlncdkrƐ rs`qs sn rgnv to- ƏBgtqbg V hm Rtatqa W cndr rdquhbd X `mc sgdx

f`hmdc Y ldladqrƐ cndrmƍs hmenql ntq bnmsdws+ adb`trd vd @QDMƍS Bgtqbg V hm Rtatqa W.  

3. In the rare instances that I have carte blanche to call the shots in worship planning 

without having to conform too terribly much, I try to make sure that all five senses are 

stigmatized. Hearing is easy, and once a month, so is tasting if Communion is served. The 

sight sense tends to be taken for granted in a beautiful space like ours, but visual stimuli is 

something to work for. Smelling and touching are tougher, but still do-able. How might 

these manifest themselves in an alternative setting? If I can get my own wine on Sundays 

now, and find a better sermon and more preferable music on the Internet, what might this 

service have to offer that would be different? Worship has to acknowledge where we are culturally.  

4.  In contrast to number 3, worship still has to be counter -cultural. Sgdqdƍr ` vdarhsd nts

there now where, if you supply your own bread and wine, a called and ordained voice through 

your computer will recite the communion liturgy, and you can receive the Eucharist in total 

confinement, completely sterile of contact (or accountability) to anyone. This is a sign of our 

culture now in many ways, and not that far removed from plenty of other luxuries we bask in. 

I move money around and pay my bills from the computer, rather than visiting the bank, the 

gas company and the post office, as my parents did when I was small. My mailbox was empty 

snc`x+ sgd ognmd q`mf nmbd 'vqnmf mtladq(+ ats H rdms `mc qd`c `ants 2/ dl`hkr+ `mc HLƍdc

with 2 people on Google chat. If the goal of an alternative worship experience is to reach those 

Music Notes  by Brad Schultz 
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who are not currently attending church, THIS is what we are up against.  

5.  All worship follows patterns, and these same ideas cycle through every so often, and are 

re-invented in a new context. I always laugh a little when someone suggests that it might be 

Əeqdrg `mc mdvƐ sn trd hm vnqrgho ` rnmf ax Bnkcok`x nq F`f` nq ` bkho eqnl sgd k`sdrs

Harry Potter. In the 16
th

 century, Martin Luther was turning songs he 

heard in the pubs in Germany into hymns, and bringing them into the 

church, so I find a bit of com-

fort in knowing that most 

y`mx hcd`r `qdmƍs sg`s e`q nts ne

the box. Throughout history, 

sgntfg+ vdƍud s`jdm sgd sghmfr

that stick with us, and we cast aside the things 

sg`s g`udmƍs vnqjdc- Sghr bntkc ad vgx+ enq 

example, Be Thou My Vision (1912) is still sung in 

many different worship contexts and styles to-

day, but The Old Rugged Cross 

(1913), equally popular in its 

day,  seems to have faded 

quickly. Though I could do 

without its theology  (another 

discussion for another time), 

maybe all is not lost for that 

hymn; practices and habits sometimes go away 

for a long while and then come back.  
 

Labyrinths are a good example of this. That maze out back originated in B.C. Greek mythology, 

showed up again in European cathedral architecture in about the 11
th

 century or so, again 

about the 17
th

 century Renaissance, and not really again until recent history. 

  Those are some pretty big gaps. The labyrinth as a spiritual practice, 

however, did not originate with the Greeks, but morphed into that role 

as the idea was recycled through history. In fact, many new worshipping 

communities have modeled themselves after the early Christians, returning 

to far older forms of worship, reclaiming things in their worship like 

prolonged silences, meditation, the divine office (certain prayers for  

certain times of the day), music without accompaniment (we tried it in 

September), even some Protestant assemblies returning to worshipping, 

at least in part, in Latin and Greek.  
 

By no means is this an exhaustive list (though it sure looks like it. Sorry, Oscar), but I imagine 

parts of it might be pertinent to where these discussions might take you. In the midst of 

these new things, plenty of great music will continue to be made on Sunday mornings. 

Choirs resume on the 15
th

 for the Chancel Choir at 10:30 in the Choir Room, and on the 

22
nd

 enq sgd Adkk Bgnhq `mc Bghkcqdmƍr Bgnhqr- Vd vntkc knud sn g`ud xnt inhm tr- 

See you at worship (yes, YOU) and at work in the world,  Brad 



Page 6 January 2012  

 

 
 

Dear Friends,   

We can't thank each and every one of you enough for your support for the Global Gift Market this 

year.  As I am sure you have heard, we made over $19,000, with over $12,500 for Haiti, we about 

half being donations, the rest were purchases. 

  This was truly a team effort--a very large team. 

 Let us just review all the individual and group efforts that went into this event-- 

 1.  A trip to Haiti to bring back those lovely items to sell. 

2.  Meetings to make decisions on plans for the event. 

3.  Design, making and distribution of signs, banners, flyers and popstcards. 

4.  Pick-up and return to Ten Thousand Villages. 

5.  Set-up the day before the first sale day and packing up the day after the sale. 

6.  Encouraging our children and youth to participate in these special days. 

7.  Collection and bagging table staff. 

8.  Volunteering to put up signs in members' yards. 

9.  Shopping & making purchases--a lot of them! 

10. Preparing a wonderful chili supper and presenting a concert. 

 Did we miss anything? 

 We hope you get the idea of how all-encompassing an effort this was.  And YOU made a 

difference. With so much appreciation,  Delicia Grimmesey &  Lynn Linnen  

AN UPDATE FROM THE H AITI COMMITTEE  

          The Global Gift Market was an overwhelming success 

this year.  For the first year, we had products to sell.   

Jewell Sanders and Marti Blincoe shared their artistic talents to 

help us create note cards and Tommy Lines generously do-

nated all production costs.  Thanks to them, we sold $824 

worth of note cards! 

  Beatitudes, a partnership affiliate, works with Pwoje Fanm at 

St. Francis, the mother church of the partnership.  This 

women's sewing group has been together for over ten years 

and is serving as a model for our new sewing co-operative at 

Nan Mango.  We sold over $1,000 of products from Pwoje 

Fanm and that money will go back into that co-op. 

We are partnering with Ties that Matter to begin a sewing 

group at Nan Mango.   

We sold over $750 of Ties that Matter products with the dolls being a hot ticket (we will have 

more next year!).  Laura Martin generously donated many copies of her new cookbook, Green 

Market Baking, which resulted in nearly $600 in sales.   

          As always, generous donations overwhelm and humble us.  Thanks to so many of you,  

we were able to send over $500 for the goat project and have funded scholarships for the students at 

Nan Mango for the remainder of the school year.  We also have funded an expansion of the Chil-

dren's Nutrition Program using the Medika Mamba and hope to have that protocol in all ten 

partnership communities by summer.  All of the activities associated with the Global Gift Market 

raised over $12,800 for programs in Haiti. 

The Haiti committee is working diligently to be good stewards of the donated funds.  Your gen-

erosity is making an enormous difference on the island of LaGonave.  Adults are learning to read 

and write.  Malnourished children are being saved.  Children are in school.  Women are learning 

to work together and build a business.  Families are raising goats. 

     The next Covenant mission trip is in February and those of us who will travel to Haiti will 

carry the spirit of Covenant with us.  Lee Wilder and Deb Griffin   

Global Gift Market  
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SANCTUARY FLOWERS FOR 2012  
 

You may put flowers in the sanctuary to the Glory of God in honor or in memory of a loved one.  

Flowers placed in the Sanctuary the first Sunday of each month are white and there are two  

arrangements.  The price is $60.00.  All other Sundays the price for a  

single arrangement is $50.00.  Please make your first, second and third choices of Sundays by  

circling the dates you prefer.  Dates will be selected on a first come basis, so please make your  

requests early.  Please include a check with this order and make it payable to Covenant Presbyterian 

Church, and write Flowers 2012 on the memo line.  If you have a special flower that you would like 

to have included in the arrangement, please note it on the request.   

Please keep in mind that some flowers are available only during certain seasons.  

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

YOUR NAME:  ___________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF:  ___________________________________________________ 

 or 

IN MEMORY OF:  ___________________________________________________ 

Announcement you want printed in the bulletin: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Special flower request:___________________________________________________ 

AVAILABLE SUNDAYS IN 2012   

         January    15 22 29 

  February 5 12 19 (Lent: No flowers) 

  March  (Lent- - - - - - - -no flowers- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ) 

  April        Palm Sunday Easter 15 22 29 

     Lilies 

  May  6 13 20 27  

  June  3 10 17 24  

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM AND PAYMENT TO THE CHURCH OFFICE  

 

A request was made for a handy checklist for the BCM Food Collectioné. 

BCMƋFood Collection 

The Mission Committee has a monthly collection of food for BCM's pantry on the first 

Sunday of each month.  If you forget to bring on the first Sunday, the following Sunday will 

be fine.  There are two designated bins marked BCM; one outside the sanctuary on the  

Terrace street side, the other near the doorway in the Westminster Room off the parking 

lot.  The suggested shopping list below will feed a family of four: 

  Instant oatmeal or grits - 1 box       Peanut Butter - 2 small jars 

  Jelly - 1 small jar                            Cornbread mix - 2 boxes  

  Soup - 4 cans                                 Macaroni & Cheese - 4 boxes 

  Dried beans - 1 bag                        Spaghetti - 1 medium box 

  Rice - 2 bags                                  Spaghetti Sauce - 2 jars 

  Canned Vegetables - 4 cans             Canned Beans - 3 cans 

  Canned Tuna - 4 cans 
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CENTRAL NIGHT SHELTE R : Thanks to the 20 Covenant 

members who have already volunteered at the Central Night Shelter this season. 

 There are quite a few open slots for the rest of the season beginning with the 

need for overnight volunteers on January 18th. 
 

Those who have been at the shelter recently have been touched and distressed 

by the large number of people sleeping on the street.  The guests at the shelter 

are so grateful for a warm, dry place to sleep and the wonderful meals prepared 

by volunteers. 

 Please contact Lee Wilder to volunteer (404 218 2242 or  

leewilder73@gmail.com) or check out the sign up list on the bulletin board outside the sanctuary.  

 Lee Wilder 

 

 

 

 

Open Door Community  
A Community of hospitality and resistance | 910 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE, Atlanta, GA 30306  

Dchsnqƍr Mnsd9We are also still collecting blankets 

for the Every Life Matters program. 

Our total, to date, has been 34. 

NEXT: OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER  

Wednesday, January 18
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

Thursday, January 26
th

 Ɗ  dinner only  

Thursday, February 9
th

 Ɗ dinner only 

Monday, February 27
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

Monday, March 12
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

 

mailto:leewilder73@gmail.com
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/gallery/misc-open-door/ed-with-woman.jpg
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/gallery/festival-of-shelters/1993 Woodruff Park protest copy.jpg
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/gallery/festival-of-shelters/2004 Open door 2 tls copy.jpg
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/gallery/misc-open-door/maundy-thursday-communion_lrg.jpg
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/gallery/misc-open-door/cover-heather-image2-a.jpg
http://opendoorcommunity.org/
http://opendoorcommunity.org/
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ALL CHURCH RETREAT: Our next annual All Church Retreat at Camp Mikell in 

North Georgia will take place on March 16-18, 2012.  

 Vd ok`m sn g`ud d`qkx ƏRhfmto Rtmc`xrƐ nm Mnudladq 02 `mc 1/sg- 

  Be on the lookout for more information about it. 

RETREAT Does Not Mean A Step Backword 

Friday - Sunday 


