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S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  

O F  I N T E R E S T : 

T H I S  S U M M E R  W E 

Had a Church picnic 

Had Vacation Bible 

School 

Ernieõs daughter got 

married 

Built a House 

Brad went on a tour  

Bill and our youth went 

to Asheville 

Brenda Smith went to 

Ghana  

Jill went to Peru 

A lot of us went to a 

Braves Game 

Where will we go from 

here? 

            The CE committee is excited to announce that this fall we will be using a new 

lectionary based curriculum for our church school called Feasting on the Word.  For more 

information about this project, go to http://www.feastingontheword.net   Because this 

curriculum is lectionary based, on any given Sunday, all ages - children, youth, and 

adults, will be studying the same passages of Scripture, each a level appropriate to their 

ages. So the whole church family will be learning together!   The same texts and themes 

will also explored in sermons and expressed in music during our worship service.   

   

Classes and Teachers: 

Three to Six Year Olds Ɗ taught by Patty Short, Joann Hartin, Jennifer Manning 

Second to Fifth Grades Ɗ taught by Condit Lotz, Alan Colussy, Sandy Philp, Kelly Lloyd 

Middle School  Ɗ taught by Sonja and John Greeley 

High School  Ɗ s`tfgs ax Ahkk C`uhr+ Ingm NƍB`kk`fg`m 

Adult Class Ɗ taught by Ernie Hess and others 

 

C H A N G E  B A C K  I N  T I M E  O F  W O R S H I P  T O  1 1 : 0 0  A M   

     Beginning on Rally Day the 14th (2nd Sunday) 

in August our worship service will return to its 

normal time of 11:00 am.  

    Be sure and reset your clocks, otherwise you 

will have to wait for the rest of us to get here. 

 

 

 

A look back at the Summer; a look forward to the Fall:  

where weõve been and where weõre going 

RALLY DAY 2011 

    The Sunday School Program for children, youth and adults will kick off on Rally Day 

Ɗ Sunday, August 14th. Come to church at 9:30 a.m. for a continental breakfast!  

During breakfast we will introduce the teachers and, after eating, give the children 

an opportunity to go with their teachers to the classrooms. Sunday School classes for all 

ages will begin in full the following Sunday, August 21st at 9:30 a.m. 

http://www.feastingontheword.net
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UPCOMING EVENTS (for more details see August Calendar)      

August 12 -  O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "0 

August 14 -  Rally Day (Continental breakfast at 9:30; presentation of teachers); Change Worship Time       

August 21 -  Mdv Ldladqr Bnllhssdd Lddshmf enkknvhmf vnqrgho `s Ihkkƍr gntrd 

August 24 -  Second Thursday Women planning session for 2011 - 2012 (note this is on a Wednesday)    

August 26 -  Parents Night Out #2 

August 23 -  Session Meeting 6:30 pm   

September 4 -  Labor Day Weekend  

NOTICE REGARDING PLEDGE STATEMENTS;  

In the future periodic pledge statements will be sent out via email unless other handling is specifically 

requested.  This should make the job easier on our office personnel, speed up the process and save us 

money in postage and handling.  For those of you who do not have an email address on record with 

the office, statements will be sent as usual through regular mail.   

Lx c`tfgsdqƍr vdcchmf 

       On Friday, June 26, in San Dimas, 

California, I had the great joy of walking 

my daughter Marie down the aisle at her 

wedding.  When we reached the place 

where her husband to be, Mitch Newell, 

was waiting for her with the rest of the 

bridal party, I kissed Marie on the  

enqdgd`c+ rgnnj Lhsbgƍr g`mc+ sgdm ots

nm lx lhmhrsdqƍr rsnkd+ stqmdc `qntmc+

`mc odqenqldc sgd bdqdlnmx- H v`rmƍs

sure I could hold it together, and my legs 

did begin to shake a bit, but my experience of having done 50  

weddings during my ministry kicked in and enabled me to contain 

the deep emotions of joy and gratitude surging through me.   

This was an amazing, once in a lifetime experience.  

           But another wonderful experience for me came later during 

the wedding reception.  For the traditional father-daughter dance, 

L`qhd bgnrd sgd rnmf ƏH Gnod Xnt C`mbdƐby Lee Ann Womack.  

The verses speak of wonder, hope, gratitude, love, second chances, 

integrity and courage, and the chorus repeats, 

ƏOqnlhrd ld xnt&kk fhud e`hsg ` ehfgshmf bg`mbd  

And when you get the choice to sit it out or dance  

H gnod xnt c`mbd- H gnod xnt c`mbd-Ɛ 

 

         The three pictures below show the 

meaningful choreography Marie  

designed for us.  We begin with her 

dancing as she used to as a little girl, 

with her feet on mine. Then as the first 

bgnqtr ne ƏH gnod xnt c`mbdƐ rhmfr nts+

she steps off my feet and I spin her 

around.  She comes back to my arms 

each time for the verses, but then each 

shld sgd bgnqtr ƏH gnod xnt c`mbdƐ 

returns she dances away, further and 

further from me.  She dances with  

increasing joy and freedom, as I gave her 

my encouragement and loving approval.  

         I believe this is how God relates to 

each of us.  God wants us to dance our 

life with joy and freedom, support and 

love.  Amen.  Ernie 
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August editorial:  

     Hm ghr dohb ondl ƏSgd V`rsdk`mcƐ S-R- Dkhns rs`sdc sg`s Ə@oqhk hr sgd bqtdkdrs lnmsgƐ-

Although he was an American born ex-pat I do not think he was referring to the IRS.  

Sgdrd c`xr H vntkc ad hmbkhmdc sn r`x Əmn: sgd bqtdkdrs lnmsg hr 'nq v`r( ItkxƐ- 

     And  yet . . . I have lived through and witnessed more miracles and have felt a closer  

connection to God these past few weeks than I ever remember having in my past.  I thought 

my faith was strong; its strength has grown multifold.  I thought I had some sense of the 

onvdq ne oq`xdq9 H v`r ldqdkx ` bghkc ok`xhmf f`ldr nm ` rd`rgnqd `mc Hƍud fqnvm to `

bunch these through this time.  Above all I have had a first hand, up close, personal look at 

an extraordinary person,  Suzanne Smith, whose grace, composure, and acid black sense of 

humor has humbled me and created a new respect for what one human being can endure, 

survive, and grow from. 

    The sheer power I have felt flowing from the prayers of you,  my church family, and 

Khmc`ƍr rbgnnk+ `mc sgd eqhdmcr `mc e`lhkhdr o`rs `mc oqdrdms+ ansg md`q `mc e`q g`ud sns`kkx

qdcdehmdc `mc rds ` mdv rs`mc`qc enq ld enq sgd trd ne sgd vnqc Ə`vdrnldƐ- 

     Vghkd Rty`mmd hr mns sns`kkx Ənts ne sgd vnncrƐ xds+ sgd bkd`qhmf `mc sgd o`sg sn gdq

home is in sight.  As one of the signs a neighborhood mom posted on her hospital wall 

rs`sdr9 Əkds mnsghmf fds adsvddm ` lnsgdq `mc gdq cdrhqd sn ad vhsg gdq bghkcqdmƐ- Vd g`ud

addm snkc sg`s ax e`hsg vd b`m lnud lntms`hmr- H itrs chcmƍs qd`khyd sg`s Idrtr enqfns sn

mention it still involves a lot of heavy lifting. 

     I will close with the words from a quotation I saw and bought at a shop near the hospital 

during this time. Paul talked about the trinity of Faith, Hope, and Love and said the great-

drs ne sgdrd hr knud- Odqg`or gdƍr qhfgs `ksgntfg H vntkc ots sgd sgqdd ne sgdl hm ` bhqbkd

rhlhk`q sn sgd bghkcƍr f`ld ne rbhrrnqr+ o`odq+ qnbj- Rnld hsdlr rhlokx b`mmns ad ok`bdc hm `

fqd`sdq sg`m+ kdrrdq sg`m q`mj- H l`hms`hm sg`s Fncƍr fq`bd fhudr tr gnod+ `mc Gnod hm sgd

vnqcr ne sghr ptnsd Əhr sgd sghmf vhsg ed`sgdqr: sg`s odqbgdr hm sgd rntk: `mc rhmfr sgd rnmf

vhsgnts sgd vnqcr: `mc mdudq rsnor `s `kk-Ɛ Sg`mjr sn xnt `kk- Fnc akdrr tr d`bg `mc dudqx

one.  

      Lots of good stuff in this issue but I will let it speak for itself.  I hope you enjoy it.  

Feedback will make these better. Send any suggestions or corrections my way.   

     Onward to September!       Oscar   
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Music Notes  by Brad Schultz 

'Dchsnqƍr Mnsd9 Sghr v`r nqhfhm`kkx enq Itkx( 

           Sgntfg Hƍl a`bj hm @sk`ms` ax sgd shld xnt `qd 

reading this, the Chronicle submission deadline finds me in the 

final days of my time with the high school singers in Minne-

rns`- Vdƍud addm nm sgd qn`c enq `ants ` vddj mnv+ `mc `qd

coming down the homestretch of the tour, ending in Minnea-

onkhr ` edv c`xr eqnl mnv- Vdƍud rtmf hm ` cheedqdms bgtqbg hm

a different community every night, relying on the kindness of 

sgd bnmfqdf`shnmr vdƍud uhrhsdc enq ld`kr+ otakhbhyhmf sgd bnm,

certs, and overnight housing for the 40 singers of the choir. 

Sg`sƍr rnld oqdssx q`chb`k gnrohs`khsx qhfgs sgdqd- Sghmjhmf

`ants sgd v`ql vdkbnld vdƍud qdbdhudc d`bg `mc dudqx mhfgs

has me thinking of you, and the warm welcome I received nearly a year ago when I first arrived at Covenant, as 

well as the many visitors that we welcome each and every week. We are by in large a safe, hospitable place, but 

perhaps a refresher is good as we reach the middle of summer and look towards the beginning of the new pro-

grammatic year.  

1. Nametags are important- Hm sgd qtrg sn fds qd`cx enq vnqrgho+ Hƍl ` ahf needmcdq nm sghr lxrdke+ ats enq

rnldnmd uhrhshmf Bnudm`ms enq sgd ehqrs shld+ sgdxƍqd ` mdbdrrhsx- Enq ` bgtqbg ntq rhyd+ vgdqd lnrs ne tr jmnv

d`bg nsgdq oqdssx hmshl`sdkx+ hsƍr sgd adrs v`x sn vdkbnld dudqxnmd hmsn sgd enkc- 

2. Connection to the rest of our ministries is important , and Covenant has so many wonderful things going 

on between Sundays to keep ourselves connected. Invite our guests to experience a bible study or a spirituality 

group or a choir rehearsal with you. The staff can, and should do this, but think of how  

meaningful an invitation from you might be! 

2- Sgdqdƍr ` u`rs cheedqdmbd adsvddm adhmf ` uhrhsnq+ `mc adhmf ` ftdrs. The implication for a visitor is that 

we expect something of them: to introduce themselves first and shake X number of hands, to participate in wor-

ship and seek out the table with the goodie bags afterwards, to choose what they will be  

involved in when they are ready. To be a guest, however, requires much more of us: that we seek out the faces 

vd cnmƍs qdbnfmhyd+ hmsqnctbd ntqrdkudr+ needq `m hmuhs`shnm+ `mc hmsqnctbd ` edv nsgdq odnokd- 

Imagine how it would be for a guest to walk into Covenant for the first time, and walk out knowing ten or so 

of us by name along with an invitation to something else?  

4. There is not, and has never been a church in the world where everyone is happy or agrees wholeheartedly 

with the way things are done. Many of you have ideas for how the culture at Covenant could be improved, 

there are many forums for expressing those, and the staff and session are always willing to hear them.  

Similarly, everyone can come up with a strong list of positive attributes of our community, and THOSE should 

always be at the forefront, rather than airing out frustrations while trying to make introductions.  

Gnrohs`khsx hr `m `qs+ ats hsr `m hmsdmshnm`k `qs- Ntq hmsdq`bshnmr+ mns nmkx vhsg sgnrd vdƍud jmnvm enq xd`qr+

but also with those we first meet are what continues to build our community up. The Covenant community is a 

great place to explore faith, spirituality, and to experience the radical love of God.  

We owe it to everyone we meet to share THAT good news.  

Blessings on your many summer activities to come. See you at worship and at work in the world,       Brad 

 

                 Well over halfway there.... 

PIANO MATCHING GRANT CHALLENGE Ɗ As of Monday, July 25
th

, we have re-

ceived donations for the equivalent of 66 keys for our new piano.  Since a piano has 88 keys, 

that means we still need 22 more (at $100 each).  A donor has generously offered to match 

xntq cnm`shnmr+ cnkk`q enq cnkk`q+ jdx enq jdx+ tmshk vd qd`bg ntq fn`k- Rn he xnt g`udmƍs cn,

nated yet, or would like to donate again, your gifts will enable us to make beautiful music, to 

the glory of God, for years to come! 
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    With Rally Day fast approaching, much of my time has been spent previewing 

music for the choirs this Fall, brainstorming new ideas, setting goals, and charting 

mdv chqdbshnmr enq ntq fqntor- Hsƍr ` oqnbdrr vd fn sgqntfg d`bg xd`q hm lhmhrsqx+

looking back on things that worked well and trying to capitalize on them going 

enqv`qc+ `mc sghmfr sg`s chcmƍs fn vdkk `mc v`xr sgdrd sghmfr b`m ad hloqnudc+ nq

qdok`bdc vhsg rnldsghmf sg`s lhfgs vnqj adssdq- H b`m sdkk xnt sg`s vdƍud fns

rnld dwbhshmf sghmfr ok`mmdc hm `kk ntq fqntor+ `mc H gnod xntƍkk bnmrhcdq ehmchmf v`xr sn o`qs`jd-  

     The Chancel Choir will begin Wednesday rehearsals on August 10 from 7:30 to 9 in the choir room for 

anyone high school aged and up. We sing nearly every week during worship, in addition to major roles on the 

Lessons and Carols program, which will be held on December 11th. If you might be interested in joining us, 

but on the fence, know that the commitment is not as difficult as it sounds, everyone needs and gets a week 

nee nmbd hm ` vghkd+ `mc sg`sƍr odqedbskx nj`x- Vd `krn g`ud dwbdkkdms qdrntqbdr `u`hk`akd sn gdko xnt sn ad `s

xntq adrs+ hmbktchmf ntq s`kdmsdc rs`ee rhmfdqr Id`mmd @mm+ M`mbx+ `mc Fqdf- Hƍl `krn bnllhsshmf sn trhmf

technology more in my rehearsals this year, to help us get inside the music quicker and to get us comfortable 

with the amount of music we learn.  

     The Handbell Choir will start rehearsals on Sunday, August 14 at 8:30 in the sanctuary. We play  

approximately once a month in worship, sometimes on our own, sometimes with other instruments, and 

rnldshldr vhsg sgd bgnhq- Vd vnqj nm edvdq ohdbdr ne ltrhb `s ` shld+ `mc `r `mx qhmfdq b`m sdkk xnt+ hsƍr 

a different sort of challenge, but great fun once you get the hang of it. If you are interested in joining us,  

perhaps for the first time, we begin the year learning basic handbell technique, and learning to read music for 

g`mcadkk bgnhqr+ vghbg hr ` khsskd cheedqdms sg`m nsgdq jhmcr ne ltrhb- Hƍl g`oox sn oqnuhcd dwsq` gdko `r 

qdptdrsdc+ `mc vdƍc knud sn rdd ` edv mdv e`bdr hm sg`s fqnto sghr xd`q-  

     The Bghkcqdmƍr Bgnhqwill first rehearse on Sunday, August 21 at 9:30 in the choir room for grades 2-8.  

Vd g`c sqntakd ehkkhmf sghr fqnto k`rs xd`q+ hm o`qs adb`trd l`mx rhmfdqr ƏntsfqdvƐ sgd fqnto+ ats `krn adb`trd

H chcmƍs `qqhud tmshk Rdosdladq+ rn vd chcmƍs rs`qs qhfgs `v`x- Sghr xd`q+ vdƍud l`cd hs ` o`qs ne sgd Rtmc`x

rbgnnk gntq+ rn bnld rsq`hfgs sn sgd bgnhq qnnl `s 892/- Oqnuhcdc vd b`m ehkk sgd fqnto sghr xd`q+ vdƍkk rhmf nm

` qdftk`q a`rhr ansg nm ntq nvm `mc vhsg sgd `ctks bgnhq nm nbb`rhnm- Vdƍkk bnmshmtd kd`qmhmf gnv sn qd`c

music, how to navigate our hymnal, and good singing technique.  

     The Music Discovery class will first meet on Sunday, August 21 at 10:00 in the choir room. We had great 

fun in this group last year, which meets in the middle of the Sunday School time to sing, play instruments, 

and learn about music.  

     Vdƍc knud sn rdd `r l`mx `r `qd hmsdqdrsdc inhmhmf ntq fqntor+ ats sgdqd `qd okdmsx ne v`xr sn hmunkud xntq,

self. We have made great strides towards the purchase of a new piano for the sanctuary, and many have 

Ə@cnosdc `m @msgdlƐ sn ad trdc hm vnqrgho- Vd vdkbnld nmfnhmf bnmsqhatshnmr snv`qcr sghr 

project, which allows you to endow a piece of music to be used in worship to the honor or memory of some-

one or something. See you in worship, at rehearsal, and at work in the world.     Brad 

'Dchsnqƍr Mnsd9 Sghr v`r vqhssdm enq @tftrs( 
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HABITAT HOUSE COMPLETED     

The Habitat house was completed and dedication 

services held on July 9. Lily (Susie) Hayes and her 

family (son, Jason and Grandson, Gavin) will be 

moving  in August.  

     Covenant made a major contribution from our 

Mission budget to help make the new home for 

Susie a reality and many of our congregation  

participated in the actual build. Following are the 

members that worked on the house (many on 

multiple Saturdays): 

 Julian Bauserman       Chan Roberts         

 The Lunch Crew:      Fran Pughsley            

 Ernie Hess                   Bill Robertson 

 Tommy Knight            Ann Robertson 

 The house is located at 2246 Abner Place NW, 30318            Bill Roberts  Nancy Elsea  

                   Bill Eidson  Aaron Jones 

                   Marilyn Roberts         Oscar Jones 

                   Joslyn McGuire    

  

Thanks to all who participated and I hope the experience was as meaningful to you as it was to me.    

     Bill Roberts.   


