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SPOTLIGHT  

Vacation Bible School at Covenant 

will be exiting and fun this year as we 

focus on the Biblical feasts.  

     The curriculum is called "Shake It 

Up!" and involves lots of great crafts, 

some science, music, Bible stories, and 

more-- all centered around God as  

experienced and revealed through the 

shared experience of food and table in 

the Bible. Join us June 13-16, that's 

the second Monday of June through 

Thursday of that week, from 9am to 

Noon. If you have kids from 3 years 

old through 5th grade, or you know 

kids that age, sign them up!  

     If you are a youth or adult who is 

free even one day during that week, 

please join us in creating this fantastic 

experience for the kids of Covenant 

and Camp Covenant. 

  Whether you are experienced or not, 

we'd love your help! Please volunteer 

your time and energy for this great 

mission of the church-- the education 

and spiritual fulfillment of our congre-

gation's youngest members. 

    All questions can be directed to our 

Youth Director, Bill Davis, or Justin 

Colussy-Estes, Christian Ed Committee 

Elder (jcolussy-estes@comcast.net) 
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Begin with the key ingredient of Bible fun              

Pour in plenty of creative crafts 

Mix in hands-on mission work to help feed    

 the hungry 

Stir in sizzling food science 

Sprinkle with sports 

Season with snacks 

Spread with great rockin' music 

And cover with God's love   

Annual Church 

Picnic         

Dress casually for church 

next Sunday June 5th 

Our annual church picnic is 

at 11:30 at Brookwood Hills 

Park immediately following 

worship. If it rains the picnic will be held inside in our Fellowship Hall.      

     Signs are posted on each table to show where to put your covered dish.  

Categories include but are not limited to Salads, Main Dishes, Side Dishes, and 

Desserts.  Beverages are supplied. 

CHANGE IN TIME OF WORSHIP FOR THE SUMMER Beginning the first Sunday in June through mid-August, 

our worship service will be held an hour earlier at 10 a.m.  This gives everyone an extra afternoon hour to enjoy 

summer fun!  We will return to regular hours when church school resumes on Rally Day, which this year will be 

held on August 14, 2011. 

CNMƍS ENQFDS 

mailto:jcolussy-estes@comcast.net


 

 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (for more details & Committee Meetings see June Calendar) 

June 1 -    FAMA Luncheon 

June 4 -    Habitat Build Week 3 - Covenant Saturday 

June 5 -    Change in Worship Time, Communion, Summer Choir / Church Picnic 11:30 am at  

June 10-   O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "0 

June 11 -  Habitat Build Week 4 

June 13-16 Vacation Bible School (9am to 12pm)  

June 18 -  Habitat Build Week 5 (Youth Build Day) 

June 19 -  Sqhmhsx Rtmc`x % E`sgdqrƍ C`x 

June 24 -  Parents Night Out #2 

June 28 -  Session Meeting 6:30 pm 

June 29 -   Wednesday Movie Night (Potluck dinner; film to be determined) 

June 30 -  Common Ground 

July 2 -     July 4th Weekend -  No Habitat Build 

Finance Update from the Administration Committee 

        The Administration Committee, at its regularly scheduled May meeting, reviewed Covenant's finances 

through April.  We are about $20,000 behind where we were a year ago at this time vis-a-vis pledged revenue 

collections.  This means that a larger number of members who have made pledges for 2011 are deferring their 

payments deeper into the calendar year.  Traditionally pledge payments drop off during the summer months 

and this fact combined with the $20,000 figure is an early warning flag that cash flow pressures may start to 

occur before Fall.  By now you should have received a statement in the mail showing where you are relative 

to the pledge you made for 2011.  If at all possible, please bring your pledge up to date by making sure that at 

least one half of your 2011 pledge has been received by the end of June.  As for expenses, through April we 

have spent $21,000 less than budgeted, meaning expenses are well under control.  If you have any questions 

about the church's finances, please feel free to call any member of the Administration Committee:  Pinckney 

Straughn, Charles Hankla, Jean Bender, Tommy Lines, or Alison Caughman. 

My daughter Marie is getting married in Southern California on June 24, 

`mc Hƍl knnjhmf enqv`qc sn sgd vdcchmf+ drodbh`kkx sn v`kjhmf gdq cnvm

the aisle, and to dancing the father-daughter dance at the reception after-

v`qcr- Hƍud kd`qmdc mns sn s`jd rtbg sghmfr enq fq`msdc- @r lnrs ne xnt jmnv+

this winter, due to my deteriorated right hip, walking was becoming increasingly 

difficult; by March I needed a cane to hobble painfully about.  Now, due to my hip 

resurfacing surgery on April 1, I can walk with ease.  No pain! This is a miracle to 

me for which I daily give thanks. No, not a supernatural miracle, but a miracle 

mdudqsgdkdrr+ ` lhq`bkd ne lncdqm ldchbhmd- Lx nmkx qdfqds hr sg`s Hƍl rshkk mns

much of a dancer. But that would take a real miracle!  blessings, Ernie 

A Word From Ernie 

 

   NEW SERMON SERIES:  WHAT IN THE WORLD   

   ARE WE DOING WHEN WE WORSHIP?  

 

   June 5 Ɗ Fncƍr Ed`rs Ax @mx M`ld 

   June 12 Ɗ Surprise and Order 

   June 19 Ɗ Worshipping in God 

 

   SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS IN JUNE 

   Beginning June 5 until Rally Day in August our worship service will be at 10 a.m. 
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Music Notes  by Brad Schultz 

Another programmatic year has drawn to a close at Covenant. Our hymn 

festival on Worship was great fun a few weeks back, and my thanks to the 

choirs, readers, and the entire assembly for making it so. What a talented 

bunch we have here at Covenant! We make a few small changes during the 

summer months, but we're staying plenty busy!  

 

I hope you'll consider joining us for the Summer Choir in the coming months. Its a great 

opportunity to sing with a choir without the Wednesday commitment. We will meet at 9:30 

sharp in the choir room on the following Sundays: June 5, July 3, July 10 (Women only), 

July 17 (Men only), July 24, and August 7. Reminders will come out in the Friday  

e-newsletters as well, so stay tuned. Music is available now in the choir room if you'd like to 

get a head start. During the summer, we'll have the opportunity to hear solos from our fine 

staff singers as well, so there'll always be great music in worship, and always a great variety.  

 

I've mentioned to many of you that I will be gone for most of June, back to Minnesota to 

work with a fine group of high school musicians in an ensemble called the Minnesota All-

State Lutheran Choir. This is a group of about 40 Lutheran high school musicians, chosen by 

audition from across the state. We will learn and memorize a choral program at Mount  

Carmel Bible camp in Alexandria, MN over the course of 8 days, and then tour for about 12 

days after that, performing in churches across Minnesota. I'm always incredibly excited to be 

a part of this group; as a singer in high school it was extremely influential in my becoming a 

church musician. Even more important, though, has been the joy of exposing these wonder-

ful young adults to the love of Christ through music. I joined their staff last year as accompa-

nist and assistant director, and am blessed to be a part of such important work.  

 

We've made great strides in our fundraising campaign for a new 

piano for the sanctuary. Many thanks to those of you who have 

already donated. We're a little more than halfway there right 

now. In the coming weeks, I'll begin choosing music for the 

choirs in the fall. We've got some exciting things planned, but 

I'd like to remind you of the opportunity to endow a choir an-

them in honor or in memory of an event or person. Envelopes 

are available from me anytime, or in the pews on Sunday morning.  

 

Blessings on your many summer activities to come.  

See you at worship and at work in the world, 

Brad 
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     Covenant Presbyterian Church Members, 

Upcoming Events for The Booker Academy Preschool 

Submission of Application for Builders Permit  

@r vd fn sn oqdrr+ Cdrhqdƍ R`mbgdy g`r itrs rsnoodc ax sgd neehbd sn sdkk tr sg`s sgdx `qd

almost through the permitting process, she is finally through with her school year, 

and hopes that construction can be started soon.  

Look for an advertisement for The Booker Academy Preschool to be featured in the 

May issue of the new "Simply Buckhead" magazine.   

 

LaTrese M. Scott 

Director 

Buckhead Center 

The Booker Academy 

A Technology-Based Preparatory Preschool 

Phone: 678-457-5330 

Fax: 678-623-5728 

http://www.thebookeracademy.com 

 

Thanks again for your support and warm words of encouragement. 

http://www.thebookeracademy.com/
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Other CYG Summer events: 

BCMƋFood Collection 

The Mission Committee has started a monthly collection of food for BCM's pantry on the 

first Sunday of each; December was our first month.  Due to your generous donations, we 

were able to make two deliveries instead of one.  The Mission Committee and BCM thank 

you very much. 

We will continue this process throughout the year, and if you forget to bring on the first 

Sunday, the following Sunday will be fine.  There are two designated bins marked BCM; one 

outside the sanctuary on the Terrace street side, the other near the doorway in the Westmin-

ster Room off the parking lot.  The suggested shopping list below will feed a family of four: 

  Instant oatmeal or grits - 1 box       Peanut Butter - 2 small jars 

  Jelly - 1 small jar                            Cornbread mix - 2 boxes  

  Soup - 4 cans                                 Macaroni & Cheese - 4 boxes 

  Dried beans - 1 bag                        Spaghetti - 1 medium box 

  Rice - 2 bags                                  Spaghetti Sauce - 2 jars 

  Canned Vegetables - 4 cans             Canned Beans - 3 cans 

  Canned Tuna - 4 cans 

 

A request was made for a handy checklist for the BCM Food Collectioné. 

There are exciting things planned for CYG this summer. We 

will kick things off by helping out with VBS, June 13-16. 

Come help out during the morning, and then on Monday and 

Vdcmdrc`x `esdqmnnmr vdƍkk fds rnld o`hms `mc rs`qs vnqjhmf

on the new youth room. 
 

The week after VBS, will be our mission trip to Asheville. We leave Sunday 

June 19
th

 following worship and will be back Friday afternoon. We need 

your help  as we prepare to head up the mountain. During our week there 

we will working with a number of different organizations. We have been 

`rjdc sn aqhmf ` Əvdkbnld gnldƐ jhs vhsg tr sn @rgduhkkd vghbg vhkk ad

used by the Homeward Bound - A Hope Day Center , as a house 

warming kit for a family moving into a house for a first time. You can help 

us put our kit together - we are hoping to make more than one - by 

donating the following items: dish towels, dish soap, set of cooking spoons, 

set of mixing bowls, set of plates/cereal bowls (4), set of glasses/cups (4), set 

of utensils (4 place settings), hand towels, bath towels, toothbrush. These 

new or gently used items will make a huge difference for this family as 

they begin life in their new home. Donations will be collected until Sunday 

June 19th, there is a box in the hall outside the sanctuary between the 

office and choir room. 

     During the week that we are in Asheville you can follow along to the work we are doing 

each day by checking out the CYG blog at www.covenantyouthgroup.org/wordpress. There 

will be videos and pics multiple times throughout the week. 

  

  

 July 6
th

 6 Flags Ɗ Need to know by July 1
st

. 

 July 14-15    Harry Potter Retreat 

 July 20
th

    Hiking and Lunch @ Sweetwater Creek State Park 

http://www.covenantyouthgroup.org/wordpress


HABITAT - Dust off your tools and get ready. We will be building 

another HABITAT house with our partnering churches beginning 

May 14. Details on the location and the family will be provided 

once they are available. A sign up sheet follows, please complete 

and turn into the church office. If you have any questions, contact 

Bill Roberts at 404 261-5003 or at weroberts@bellsouth.net  

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND SUBMIT TO THE CHURCH OFFICE  

Name:         __________________________________ 
Home Phone:    __________________________________ 
Work Phone:     __________________________________ 
E-mail address: __________________________________ 
 

Covenant will build a Habitat House again this year along with other churches. As we go to press we do not have the 
dates yet.  Look for them in the bulletins in coming weeks. A typical schedule looks like this: 
   
Yes, sign me up!   Saturday  6/4  Install shingles, siding, insulate walls 
      Covenant Day! 
Yes, sign me up!   Saturday  6/11  Complete siding, exterior painting 
       
Yes, sign me up!   Saturday  6/18  Interior  trim, cabinets, interior/exterior painting 
      Youth Build Day (16 AND OLDER, ADULTS WELCOME)  
 
Yes, sign me up!   Saturday  6/25  Interior  painting, misc. items 
      WOMENôS Build Day (ALL WELCOME)  
 
4th of July Weekend Saturday  7/2  NO BUILDING ACTIVITIES  
 
Yes, sign me up!   Saturday  7/9  Landscaping and House Dedication 
 
Contact Bill Roberts at 404.261.5003 or via e-mail at weroberts@bellsouth.net for more information.  No matter what 
your skills, or lack thereof, we need your help!  We will meet at the church at 7:30 a.m. to car-pool, and maps will be 
available for those who will meet us at the building site. 
 

 



THE "NO CASSEROLE ILLNESS"  

May was officially recognized by Congress as Mental Health Month in 1949.   

Hm 1/00+ hsƍr shld enq `kk ne tr sn adfhm enbtrhmf nm sgd ldms`k gd`ksg ne ntqrdkudr `mc ntq knudc

ones.  One in four families are affected by mental illness in any given year.  Just as illnesses such as 

diabetes and heart trouble and cancer require care and treatment, so does mental illness.  But mental 

hkkmdrr hr nesdm b`kkdc ` Əmn b`rrdqnkd hkkmdrrƐ rhmbd edv eqhdmcr bnld jmnbjhmf vhsg b`rrdqnkdr `mc

flowers when a mental health crisis strikes.  Mental illness is often viewed as something that can be 

overcome just by trying harder. It  takes professional treatment and education and support to get to 

qdbnudqx `mc nesdm odnokd cnmƍs jmnv vgdqd sn stqm enq sg`s- 

NAMI, The National Alliance on Mental Illness, is America's largest grassroots mental health 

organization dedicated to improving the lives of individuals and families affected by mental 

illness.  NAMI Northside is your local resource and provides education classes and support 

groups for both individuals with a mental illness and their family members and caregivers.  

 Marilyn and Bill Roberts are active members at NAMI Northside. You can get more 

information by contacting Susie Kyle at 770 432-4712 sekyle8082@gmail.com to find out 

about Family Support Groups, Education Meetings and other resources. The NAMI Website 

is www.nami.org   

Future Hope  Congratulations to  Volunteers Claude and Nancy Cox 

    Claude and Nancy Cox, both retired teachers, have been teaching Citizenship and 

English/Civics classes to adults participating in CCA's English Language and  

Citizenship program for the past year. They were recently honored at the  Barbara B. 

Rose's Volunteer of the Year Awards ceremony at the Midtown Atlanta Rotary Club. 

This dedicated couple have regularly attended professional development work-

shops with  Catholic Charities Atlanta and at the regional USCIS office in Atlanta.    

   The expertise and enthusiasm they bring to our program is unparalleled. The Cox's 

students have maintained the highest attendance and progress rates of all the students 

in our program. Every student in Claude's class has either applied for or is ready to 

apply for naturalization. Dedicated volunteers like the Cox family are what help Catholic Charities Atlanta 

provide the much needed services in our community that remove barriers to self-sufficiency and wholeness.    

        To learn more about CCA's volunteer program please visit our website or contact Margaret Prickett, Volunteer 

Resources Manager, by email at mprickett@archatl.com or by phone at 770-790-3118. 

Scenes from the Blessing of the 

Animals Service 


