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Session and Staff had a retreat on the theme 

of Growing Covenant in preparation for 

our   Stewardship Event (food, table talk, 

presentation) on Sunday, November 6 

following worship. There was much good, 

honest discussion about the challenges we 

face and possibilities we see to grow Cove-

nant, and many helpful ideas.  

 

     Near the end of our time together, our  

astute clerk, John Price, asked me what I 

wanted from session members, and I  

fumbled around for an answer as I  

sometimes do when a question takes me 

by surprise.  You likely have noticed that 

my natural personality is to think before I 

speak.  After a little thought, I came up 

with the following, much of which could 

apply to all the members of Covenant, 

and not just the elected leaders. 

  

As elders serving on Session, I would like 

you to: 

commit yourselves to personal 

growth in the coming year 

commit yourselves to consistent and 

VISIBLE participation in the life of 

Covenant 

commit yourselves to increase  

  participation and growth in the area   

  of your committee responsibility,   

  giving special attention to  

  incorporating new people 

 commit yourselves to reach out to  

members, visitors, and folks from 

the larger community 

 commit yourselves to always 

"speak the truth in love" 

 turn your pledge card in on or  

  before pledge Sunday (Nov 13), 

  prayerfully considering whether 

  you can "grow" your pledge. 

 

     I believe these simple commitments,  

if practiced by all of us, will make a sig-

nificant difference in the life of Cove-

nant; more importantly, they are the 

right thing to do.  The growth is up to 

God.                               Blessings, Ernie 

NOTE:  

 Rtmc`xƍr Shld bg`mfdr a`bj sn 
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November editorial:  Hs rgntkc bnld `r mn rtqoqhrd sn `mxnmd sg`s H v`r '`mc `l( ` Rsdud Inar ƌe`manxƍ-

Hm e`bs+ vgdm H ehqrs adb`ld hmsdqdrsdc hm Rsdud Inar sgd bnhmhmf ne sgd sdql Əe`manxƐ v`r `ants enqsx xd`qr hm sgd 

etstqd- H qdldladq gd`qhmf `ants ghl hm ` ƌ5/r hrrtd ne Qnkkhmf Rsnmd vgdqd sgd `qshbkd s`kjdc `ants ghl `mc ghr 

engineering partner Steve Wozniak building blue boxes to hack the long distance phone system to make toll free calls.  

'Vhsg snc`xƍr c`hkx tr`fd ne bdkk ognmdr vgdqd vd b`m bgd`okx b`kk `klnrs `mxvgdqd hm sgd vnqkc hs hr g`qc sn sghmj

back to WATS lines and toll charges that could run a phone bill to double digits in less than an hour.  It was nice to 

have friends in college who could switch me to a WATS line to make free long distance calls.) When Steve died several 

weeks ago I realized that my generation had lost a visionary who could favorably be considered the Thomas Edison of 

his (my) era.  

     I remember following the stories of Apple, Jobs, Bill Gates, and others 

and living through the birth and adolescence of the desktop computer.   

I still remember the Apple Super Bowl  ad that introduced the Macintosh 

bnlotsdq vghbg l`cd sgd rs`sdldms vhsg hsr cdats9 sg`s Ə0873 vntkcnot 

ad khjd 0873Ɛ `mc H v`r nmd ne sgd ehqrs 14/+/// odnokd vgn rgnqskx vdms

out and bought one of those first Macs. (Another thing he is not given 

dmntfg bqdchs enq hr @ookdƍr bqd`shnm ne sgd cdrjsno otakhrghmf hmctrsqx+ sgd

result of which enables me to create the document that you are currently 

reading.) 

     Hm bdkdaq`shmf ghr khed `mc fdmhtr hs chcmƍs qd`kkx ghs gnld sn ld vg`s

qhbgdr gd f`ud tr tmshk ` vddj `fn vgdm H v`r rtarshstsd sd`bghmf ` ltrhb bk`rr `s Khmc`ƍr rbgnnk- Vd g`c itrs ehmhrgdc

v`sbghmf sgd lnuhmf ƏAddsgnudm Khudr Tors`hqrƐƋ  a movie about a young boy whose widowed mother rents a room 

upstairs in their home to the eccentric, thought to be going mad genius, Ludwig von Beethoven, whose music we  

qdudqd snc`x- Hs v`rmƍs tmshk sgd lnuhd v`r nudq `mc vd adf`m sn chrbtrr Addsgnudmƍr khed sg`s H mnsdc sn sgd bk`rr sg`s

oqhnq sn Sgnl`r Dchrnmƍr hmudmshnm ne sgd v`w bxkhmcdq qdbnqcdq `mc sgdm sgd ognmnfq`og+ sgd NMKX v`x odnokd

could hear any of the music that anyone had created was to hear it performed live.  With the creation of the iPod (and 

nsgdqr cduhbdr+ H jmnv( vd b`m mnv b`qqx `qntmc lnrs ne sgd vnqkcƍr fqd`s ltrhb hm ` cduhbd rl`kkdq sg`m ` o`bj ne

cards and listen to it whenever we choose.  Certainly Steve Jobs did not create his visions alone (neither did Edison) 

but I wanted to celebrate the life of one of my heroes of our time.  

     Sgd enbtr ne sghr hrrtd hr Rsdv`qcrgho `mc sgd `ooqn`bg ne @cudms- Hsƍr ` khsskd lnqd q`ffdc sg`m H vntkc khjd ats hs

finally came together and I hope you enjoy it.  Once again please send any suggestions or corrections in my direction.   

Onward to December!      Oscar  

 

 

           UPCOMING EVENTS (for more details & Committees Meetings see November Calendar) 

November 1    All Saints Day 

November 2     FAMA Board Meeting 

Mnudladq 3 Bkta Bnudm`ms O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts 

November 6     Stewardship BBQ and Presentation 

November 8    Election Day 

Mnudladq 0/ RSVF `s Udkl`ƍr 

Mnudladq 00 Udsdq`mƍr C`x `mc O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "0 

November 13   Steward Pledge Dedication; Retreat Preregistration      

November 20   Hymn FestivalƋChrist the King; Hanging of the Greens; Retreat Preregistration 

November 22   Session Meeting 

November 24   Thanksgiving Day 

Mnudladq 14 O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "1 

November 27   Advent Begins 

November 29   1st Covenant Central Night Shelter (see NL) 

December 1     Presbytery Meeting (Douglasville) 
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Stewardship Reflections by Jill                   

                   Imagine with me, if you will, a stewardship season 4000 years 

ago that takes place in the land of Canaan amid the people of Israel.  At 

the end of a long growing season and work intensive harvest you would 

get out your baskets and go out into your field and choose the finest and 

most luscious of your first fruits to fill those baskets.  You would look 

among your harvest of grain, grapes or oil for the cords that you had  

earlier tied around the fruits that appeared first so that you could identify 

them when all the harvest came in.  You would not do this alone:  

it would be a family affair. And it would not be just your family but the families of your whole faith  

community.  And when you had gathered your first fruits the journey to the temple would begin everyone 

carrying a sample of their harvest to give.  It would be a joyous time, so much so that the law dictates that 

when everyone has given their 10 per cent there would be a party and not just for those who brought the 

food but for everyone, the alien, the foreigner, everyone.  It would be a mother of a potluck supper. 

    Mnv gdqdƍr `m ncc o`qs ne sgd qhst`k sg`s H chcmƍs ldmshnm xds- @esdq sgd oqhdrsr s`jdr sgd a`rjds eqnl

your hand and places it on the altar of the Lord, your God, but before the party begins, you recite the oral 

history of your people. According to the law, you recall your times of affliction and hardship in Egypt, 

you remember how God heard your cry when you were at your worst and you recite how God delivered 

you out of suffering to a land of milk and honey.  And when you had completed this testimony of faith 

xnt vntkc r`x ƏRn mnv H aqhmf sgd ehqrs ne sgd eqths ne sgd fqntmc sg`s xnt+ N Knqc + g`ud fhudm ldƐ- 

And then the party begins. 

     For the people of Israel the first fruits were a concrete reminder of the faithfulness and generosity of God.  

They understood, like the Native Americans that no one could actually own the land because  the land  

adknmfdc sn Fnc: sgdx r`v sgdlrdkudr `r sdm`msr+ `r rsdv`qcr `mc nts ne Fncƍr fdmdqnrhsx sgdx vdqd `akd sn

participate and share in the abundant fruit it provided. And when the fruit was abundant it was easy to feel 

grateful, easy to let go of those first fruits as a way to show their gratitude to God, easy to be generous.   

    But I suspect, as is the case with all farmers, there were years when the fruit was not so abundant; when 

weather patterns did not cooperate or disease depleted the harvest.  In those times giving the first fruits or 

any fruits to God may have been difficult and even seemed foolish.  At those times they would have to dig 

` khsskd cddodq vgdm sgdx `rjdc+ ƏMnv vgx dw`bskx rgntkc H ad fq`sdetk sn Fnc>Ɛ Sgdx vntkc g`ud sn

rodmc rnld shld qdekdbshmf nm Fncƍr fnncmdrr sn sgdl nudq sgd knmf g`tk+ qdldladqhmf sgdhq ghrsnqx `mc

the way that God had been present for them in the good and bad times and remained faithful even when 

khed v`r g`qc- Gnv vhrd sn hmbktcd hm sgdhq rsdv`qcrgho qhst`k ` qdbhs`shnm ne sgd rsnqx ne Fncƍr e`hsgetkmdrr

to them and their ancestors. 

     The Stewardship Season is about more that raising money and meeting a budget.  It is our opportunity 

sn qdronmc sn Fncƍr `atmc`mbd sn tr `mc dwoqdrr ntq e`hsg `mc fq`shstcd ax fhuhmf- Rn lx gnod hr sg`s sghr

time of stewardship is one in which we will not be anxious or afraid  and  like our spiritual ancestors of 

old , our heats will be rekindled with gratitude as we remember the ways in which God has been in our 

lives since the beginning , we will all give generously from our first fruits and then celebrate together joyfully. 
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Coming up in Worship: 

November 6:    Festival Worship for All Saints with Communion 

November 13:  Stewardship Dedication  

November 20:  We will ring out the old church year with a hymn festival for     

      Christ the King.  

Following worship, stick around in the sanctuary for fellowship, sing a few  

Christmas carols, and help to get our spaces ready for Advent.  

November 27: First Sunday in Advent 

 

CYG : Bill Davis and I would like to invite you to join us at 5:00 on Sunday evenings,  

December 4, 11, and 18 for a service of vespers in the chapel. Surrounded by candles, we 

will center ourselves for the coming week, and celebrate the mystery of Advent, using an 

evening liturgy called Holden Evening Prayer. This simple service will be enhanced by the 

musical talents of CYG and others, and I know you won't want to miss them. In addition, 

on December 4 & 11, stick around for our Alternative Gifts fair in the Fellowship Hall. 

AND, on December 11, stay for our annual service of Lessons and Carols at 6:30 in the 

sanctuary.  

 See you at worship, and at work in the world. Brad 

Music Notes  by Brad Schultz 

CYG Upcoming November Eventsğ  

November 6
th

     5:30-7:30 Dinner and Fellowship 

November 13
th

   5:30-7:30 Dinner and Fellowship 

November 20
th

   5:30-7:30 Dinner and Fellowship 

November 27
th

 No CYG Ɗ Happy Thanksgiving 
 

@r vd gd`c hmsn sgd rd`rnm ne @cudms+ `mc sgd vddjr adenqd @cudms+ vdƍkk adfhm sn dwoknqd sgd ptdrshnm

ƏB`m Bgqhrsl`r rshkk bg`mfd sgd vnqkc>Ɛ Fthcdc ax sgd annjAdvent Conspiracy and its companion DVD 

we will look together into the ways we are encouraged to Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More, and Love 

All. Of course there will be artistic ways of reflecting on our discussions and games along the way. Come 

for a good time with friends. 

For more information call or email Bill Ɗ (770) 329 6283 or RevBillDavis@gmail.com 

Covenant Memorial Garden  

Please visit your Covenant Memorial Garden on any Sunday. 

And if you have questions about it, you can ask Marti Blincoe, 

Wright Caughman, Charlotte Cook, Ernie or Jill.  

mailto:RevBillDavis@gmail.com
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Get Ready for the  
Stewardship BBQ Luncheon 
Sunday, November 6 
following worship 

Lhjdƍr fdsshmf qd`cx sn ehqd to sgd fqhkk   

 

A request was made for a handy checklist for the BCM Food Collectioné. 

BCMƋFood Collection 

The Mission Committee has a monthly collection of food for BCM's pantry on the first 

Sunday of each month.  If you forget to bring on the first Sunday, the following Sunday will 

be fine.  There are two designated bins marked BCM; one outside the sanctuary on the  

Terrace street side, the other near the doorway in the Westminster Room off the parking 

lot.  The suggested shopping list below will feed a family of four: 

  Instant oatmeal or grits - 1 box       Peanut Butter - 2 small jars 

  Jelly - 1 small jar                            Cornbread mix - 2 boxes  

  Soup - 4 cans                                 Macaroni & Cheese - 4 boxes 

  Dried beans - 1 bag                        Spaghetti - 1 medium box 

  Rice - 2 bags                                  Spaghetti Sauce - 2 jars 

  Canned Vegetables - 4 cans             Canned Beans - 3 cans 

  Canned Tuna - 4 cans 
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Stewardship Message   

GROWING Covenant Ɗ  

                Growing Ourselves as Stewards 

By Yvonne Thayer, Stewardship Chair 

Peter Block is a business management consultant for whom I 

have great respect.  Having worked with his staff and read his 

d`qkhdq annjr+ H v`rmƍs rtqoqhrdc vgdm gd vqnsd ` annj nm

stewardship.  His view of how organizations should be led  

challenges many leadership theorists, because Block believes 

leadership should be replaced with stewardship.  He says  

stewardship begins with the willingness to be accountable for 

some larger body than ourselves and springs from beliefs that 

affirm our choice for service over the pursuit of self-interest.  

ƏVd b`mmns ad rsdv`qcr ne `m hmrshstshnm `mc dwodbs rnldnmd dkrd sn s`jd b`qd ne tr-Ɛ 

Hsƍr d`rx enq tr sn qdkx nm sgd Rdrrhnm sn l`jd cdbhrhnmr enq sgd bgtqbg- @esdq `kk+ vd bgnrd sgdl sn kd`c

us, and among the long list of responsibilities cast upon them is to oversee stewardship efforts and  

oqdo`qd `m nodq`shmf atcfds- Ats vg`s he d`bg ne tr snnj Aknbjƍr hcd` sn gd`qs `mc qd`khydc sg`s vd g`ud

a great opportunity to share in the growth of Covenant by participating actively in stewardship  

discussions that call on us to reflect on what we are currently doing and look ahead to what we can  

become?  If each of us recognizes that we are the stewards of Covenant Ɗ the building, the organization, 

the program, and the community Ɗ does that not present us with the challenge of examining what it 

ld`mr sn fqnv ` bgtqbg hm snc`xƍr dmuhqnmldms> 

As a member of the Stewardship Committee, I invite you to share your thoughts on how we can grow 

and prayerfully consider what it will take to reach growth goals. I believe the members of Covenant 

have the institutional history, perspective, and new ideas it takes to grow.  Over the past weeks during 

vnqrgho+ xntƍud gd`qc ntq bnllhssddr rg`qd vhsg xnt vg`s sgdx `qd btqqdmskx cnhmf `mc vg`s sgdx

would like to do if more resources were available. During our Stewardship Luncheon on November 6, 

you will have time to talk with others at your table about Growing Covenant.  You may wish to  

bnlldms nm vg`s xntƍud gd`qc eqnl bnllhssddr ctqhmf sgd Lnldmsr enq Rsdv`qcrgho+ nq xnt l`x

v`ms sn oqnonrd `m hcd` xntƍud g`c sg`s vntkc gdko ntq bgtqbg fqnv- 

Vd `qd rsdv`qcr ne Bnudm`ms+ `mc vd `qd `bbntms`akd enq khuhmf sgd bgtqbgƍr lhrrhnm- Adfhmmhmf vhsg

the baptism of children, we make a commitment to take care of each other.  We understand that  

participation in church is about giving and doing, not taking.  In the days leading up to your tithe 

pledge on November 13, let us remember that each of us is a steward of our church.  Yes, we have  

leaders to guide important decisions, but a commitment to Growing Covenant must come from each of 

us Ƌ stewards of what God continues to provide for us.    
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BRING CHRISTMAS TO CHILDREN IN NEED!   

Bnudm`ms hr nmbd `f`hm o`qshbho`shmf hm Atbjgd`c Bgqhrsh`m Lhmhrsqxƍr Inxntr Snxr oqnfq`l- Snxr vhkk ad

bnkkdbsdc `mc cdkhudqdc sn Od`bgsqdd Oqdraxsdqh`mƍr ƏSnx RsnqdƐ vgdqd ABL bkhdmsr vhkk rgno ax `oonhmsldms

selecting toys for their children.  Last year, more than 950 Atlanta children received gifts from this program.  

Give the joy of Christmas in one of two ways: 

 Bring new, unwrapped toys to Covenant November 20 Ɗ Cdbdladq 00 `mc ok`bd sgdl hm sgd ƏInxntr

SnxrƐ cdonrhs anwdr knb`sdc sgqntfgnts sgd bgtqbg- Rdd sgd ƏLnrs V`msdcƐ snx khrs adknv enq hcd`r- 

 Vqhsd ` bgdbj sn Atbjgd`c Bgqhrsh`m Lhmhrsqx 'ABL(+ vhsg ƏInxntr SnxrƐ hm sgd ldln khmd+ cqno hs

in the collection plate and let someone else do the shopping for you. 
  

1/00 ƏLnrs V`msdcƐ Toy List   

Joyous Toys is special because parents get to experience the joy of selecting gifts for 

their children. Shopping for toys can be a fun activity, especially when you find  

Əsgd odqedbs fhes-Ɛ Below is a list of gifts that parents have been most excited about  

selecting for their children in recent years.  

(Children under 10 get very excited about large toys of all prices, even if the small ones 

have a greater monetary value. The 11-18-year- olds tend to be more brand-conscious.) 

 Donations of stuffed animals are discouraged, as most children already have a favorite stuffed toy.  

Please contact Jennifer Manningat jennifermanning@comcast.net or 404-875-2269 with any questions. 

Thank you in advance for your donations and for participating in the 2011 Joyous Toys campaign! 

Ages 0-3  

- Fisher Price/Playschool toy sets  

(farms, schools, playground  

- Riding toys such as  

tricycles and wagons  

- African American/Hispanic 

baby doll sets and accessories  

 

Ages 4-7  

- Disney Character CD Players  

- Table/chair sets  

- Play kitchens  

- Art easel sets  

 

Ages 8-11  

- Remote controlled cars/trucks  

- Hot Wheel sets (with racetrack, 

etc.)  

- Basketballs, soccer 

balls, skateboards and 

other sports equipment  

- Transformers  

- Easy bake ovens  

- African American and 

Hispanic Barbie fashion 

doll sets  

Ages 12 and Up  

- Fashion watches (with 

a big face)  

- Digital cameras/

camcorders  

- MP3 players  

- CD players  

- Brand name purses, 

accessories, etc.  

- Gift Cards (Target or 

Walmart) 

mailto:jennifermanning@comcast.net
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Central Night Shelter:  
The shelter opened November 1st and it is time to consider Covenant's commitment 

to this mission.  Our first volunteer opportunity is Tuesday, November 19th when 

we are to provide overnight volunteers, dinner and sack lunches. 
 

Feel free to invite friends and relatives to volunteer with you.  Dinners are easy to 

prepare if you join forces with another family.  The sign-up sheets are on the  

bulletin board outside of the sanctuary but you can also contact me (404-218-

2242, leewilder73@gmail.com).  to volunteer or find open dates. 

     The shelter is always in need of bath towels, new or 

used.  I know that many of the men could use clothing 

but it is not practical for us to bring just a few pairs of 

socks.  All winter clothing is best donated to Open Door and there are  

collection boxes around the church. 

Thank you for remembering the homeless as the weather turns cold and the  

evenings dark. 

  Lee Wilder 

What are the volunteer opportunities? 

Spend the night with 3-4 of your Covenant friends (be there by 7 pm 

 with sleeping bag, toothbrush and book, leave by 6:30 the following  

lnqmhmf(- D`bg nudqmhfgs unktmsddq s`jdr ` rghes ne 0 Å- 2 hours during the 

night, just to be available should there be a medical emergency or other     

needs. 

Provide meals.  We serve dinner at 7 pm Ɗ  very hearty meals since it is often the only  

hot meal these men enjoy during a day.  Dinner is a perfect way for families with children to volunteer Ɗ 

ask Patton and Lewis Jaynes or Anna and Grace Sanders.  There are kitchen facilities at the Shrine to heat 

nq bnnj sgd ld`k `mc xnt b`m `kv`xr trd Bnudm`msƍr jhsbgdm- Vd `krn oqnuhcd r`bj ktmbgdr sn ntq 

overnight guests and often you can leave the lunches at Covenant and another volunteer will deliver them. 

Wow!  This is great, how do I sign up? 

I am glad you asked Ɗthere will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside the sanctuary by the study.  

You can also call or email me  

He xnt cnmƍs v`ms sn bnllhs sn ` c`sd+ ats v`ms sn ad nm lx Əhe xnt mddc ld+ b`kkƐ khrsƊ let me know. 

Here is a list of dates and volunteer opportunities.   

If you sign up for a date, you are not committing to all services for that date, unless you have sainthood in 

your future.  Just pick the one that fits your schedule. 

NEXT: OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER  

Tuesday, November 29
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

Monday, December 19
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

Wednesday, January 18
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

Thursday, January 26
th

 Ɗ  dinner only  

Thursday, February 9
th

 Ɗ dinner only 

Monday, February 27
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

Monday, March 12
th

 Ɗ overnight + dinner + lunches 

 

 
 

Open Door Community 

A Community of hospitality and resistance | 910 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE, Atlanta, GA 30306  

mailto:leewilder73@gmail.com
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/gallery/misc-open-door/ed-with-woman.jpg
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/gallery/festival-of-shelters/1993 Woodruff Park protest copy.jpg
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/gallery/festival-of-shelters/2004 Open door 2 tls copy.jpg
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/gallery/misc-open-door/maundy-thursday-communion_lrg.jpg
http://opendoorcommunity.org/
http://opendoorcommunity.org/
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Old English Trifle 

Roast Beef and Rice KO-

Sunday School Bread 
Veal Sausage with Sauerkraut GERMANY 

All American Oreos SOUTHERN USA  

Mexican Meat balls MEXICO  

Marsala Dal INDIA  

>ollc_^ f_hncfm qcnb \[mg[nc lc]_ (p_a_n[lc[h) 

Vegetarian Lentils & Rice  

Tres leches Cake NICARAGUA 

MIDDLE EAST Green Beans  

Inknedƍ FG@M@ 

Carrot Halwa Sweet!! INDIA 

Apple Pie Southern USA 

Greek Layered Salad 

CARIBBEAN Cool Cake 

Stewed Chicken, Peppers & Tomatoes MEX-

DuRi Avek Pwa HAITI 

Coq au vin FRANCE 

Peach Cobbler GEORGIA 

Sauerbraten & Spaetzle 

Pierogis with Potato and Cheese POLAND  

Ldchsdqq`md`m Kdmshk Dmsqād r`k`c 

Couscous Marrakesh MO-

Pizelle cookies of ITALY 

Curried Rice INDIA 

Remember that GLOBAL POTLUCK we had just a month ago?  

The Congregational Life Committee would love to collect those 

recipes for a church cookbook. Please send  your recipes to the church office. 

Thanks. 
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ALL CHURCH RETREAT: Our next annual All Church Retreat at Camp Mikell in 

North Georgia will take place on March 16-18, 2012.  

 Vd ok`m sn g`ud d`qkx ƏRhfmto Rtmc`xrƐ nm Mnudladq 02 `mc 1/sg- 

  Be on the lookout for more information about it. 

   We hope to see you there. 

RETREAT Does Not Mean A Step Backword 

Friday - Sunday 
March 16-18 


