
 
NAMI Walk - On Oct. 1 Bill and Marilyn Roberts will again be participating in the 

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Walk, held this year at Candler Park.  You 

can donate to support Marilyn at www.nami.org/namiwalks11/GEO/mroberts  

A Word From Ernie  
World Communion Sunday (originally called World Wide Communion Sunday) 

was first celebrated in 1933 by the Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania as a way of living into our connection with our brothers and sisters 

in Christ around the world.  It quickly spread to other Presbyterian churches and 

by 1936 was officially adopted by the Presbyterian Church. From the beginning, 

it was planned so that other denominations could make use of it and, after a few 

more years, the idea spread beyond the Presbyterian Church to denominations 

around the world.  

    We have a very special celebration planned for World Communion Sunday on 

Oct. 2 here at Covenant.   

First, during the 9:30 a.m. church school hour, children, youth, and adults 

will gather in the fellowship hall to bake bread together. 

Then during our worship service we will celebrate our connectedness in God, 

with scripture, word, prayer, communion, and music from around the 

world.  

Finally, we will gather afterwards in our Fellowship Hall for a Global 

Potluck, sharing delicious food from around the world.  

I hope to see you all there.      Peace, Ernie 
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October editorial:  @ bnmbktchmf toc`sd nm Rty`mmd9 Rgdƍr a`bj gnld vhsg gdq gtra`mc

`mc jhcr: rgdƍr fdsshmf `qntmc `l`yhmfkx vdkk: rgdƍr g`oox: ƌmtee r`hc- Sg`mj xnt `kk nmbd `f`hm

for your concern, your prayers and your amazing support. We could not have gotten through the 

summer without all of you. 

    While there are lots of ideas going around these days I would like to discuss, I plan to let them 

percolate awhile before writing about them. Lately H eddk khjd sgd shskd ne ` annj nmd ne ntq shldrƍ fqd`s

thinkers and inventors Buckminster Fuller wrote called: I Seem to be a Verb.   

    As this issue comes out we are racing towards fall with its changing leaves, cooling temperature, 

`mc sgd bnlhmf gnkhc`xr9 G`kknvddm+ he xntƍqd 1/
th

 (21
st

?) century 

@ldqhb`m 'R`lg`hm he xntƍqd Vhbb`m nq Bdkshb+ @kk-G`kknvƍr Dud he

xntƍqd @mfkn(: sgdm Sg`mjrfhuhmf+ sgd @cudms Rd`rnm+ Bgqhrsl`r Dud+

Bgqhrsl`r C`x+ Mdv Xd`qƍr C`x 'tmkdrr xntƍqd Idvhrg nq Bghmdrd( `mc

Ƌ khjd ` bknvm rgns eqnl ` b`mmnm `s sgd bhqbtr+ vdƍqd k`tmbgdc hmsn sgd

start of a brand new year.  

    This church xd`q vdƍud rs`qsdc `m `kk `fdr btqqhbtktl b`kkdc ƏEd`rshmf

Nm sgd VnqcƐ: Aq`c dwbhsdr with his reflections on the past two weeks 

and the weeks to come; Bill notes the upcoming Youth Sunday; we get 

an amazing update (and challenge) from the Haiti committee, a fresh 

look at Stewardship, the calendar, and of course our 

October birthdays.  

      I hope you enjoy this issue. Feedback will make 

it better. Send any suggestions or corrections my 

way.  Onward to November! Oscar Jones 

 

   

 

 

  UPCOMING EVENTS (for Committee Meetings & more details see October Calendar) 

October 1      NAMI Walk (see p.1) 

October 2      Intergenerational Church School (Baking Bread Together) + 

   World Communion Sunday + Global Potluck     

October 5      FAMA: Inner Faith & Inter -Faith (see p.4)  

October 8&9    Atlanta Pride Weekend  

October 10     Columbus Day Observed 

October 13     SWTG  Meeting (see p. 12)  

October 14     O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "0 

October 16     Youth Sunday followed by a Lunch & Learn (see p. 5)       

October 28      O`qdmsrƍ Mhfgs Nts "1 

October 29        Session and Staff Retreat  

October 31        November NL emailed  



October 2011 Newsletter            Covenant Presbyterian Church  

    page 3 

Music Notes  by Brad Schultz 

 Its been an incredibly busy few weeks in worship! September 

saw a very meaningful reflection on the Ten-year anniversary of 9/11, 

followed by a piano dedication service on the 18
th

, accompanied in its 

entirety by the piano and cello. Heartfelt thanks, especially to Bill 

Davis for his help on that service, and to the many donors who 

helped to make our new piano possible, one key at a time, including: 

  

Brent Adams, Bob & Jean Bender, Brad & Dianna Boyd, Kipp Buis, Wright & Alison Caughman,    

Alan & Sue Colussy, Claude & Nancy Cox, Dick & Charlotte Cook, Barbara Croft, Bill Davis, 

Danny & Kelley Day, Bruce & Leigh Douglas, Bill & Nancy Elsea, David & Maria Furth,  

Brian & Delicia Grimmesey, Alice Hankla, Jo Ann Hartin, Ernie & Carol Hess, Jim Ingvoldstad,    

Richard & Shannon Jaynes, Tom & Sue Johnson, Oscar and Linda Jones, Randy & Velma Lanford, 

Tommy & Collin Lines, Dave & Lynn Linnen, Joslyn McGuire, Jerry & Susan Pickens,  

Fran Pughsley, Bill & Marilyn Roberts, Chan & Lucy Roberts, Bill & Ann Robertson,  

William & Mary Schoeffler, Brad Schultz, LaTrese Scott & The Booker Academy,  

Pinckney & Nan Straughn, Yvonne Thayer, Doris Whitworth, Lee Wilder & Glenda Willis 

  

     One week later, we turned in an entirely new direction, using no instruments in worship, 

creating music with our voices only. I was struck by the organic music-making that resulted 

from that service, and with the strength and beauty in which the congregation sang. It was 

an ever-oqdrdms qdlhmcdq enq ld sg`s rhmfhmf Bnudm`msƍr rnmf hr `kk ne Bnudm`msƍr qdronmrhahkhsx+

not only the responsibility of our music leaders, our instruments, or the choir.  

  

       This month, we will celebrate World Communion Sunday with music from all over the 

world. The youth will lead worship on October 16
th

, reflecting on their service last summer 

hm @rgduhkkd+ ats `krn inhmhmf vhsg Bnudm`msƍr Bghkcqdmƍr+ @ctks+ `mc Adkk bgnhqr- 

     Ehm`kkx+ nm Nbsnadq 2/+ sgd bgnhq vhkk s`jd nm ` k`qfdq vnqj+ ƏGd`q Lx Oq`xdq+Ɛ ax Edkhw

Mendelssohn. All-important Sundays that you would surely not want to miss.  

See you in worship and at work in the world, 

          Brad 

GROW COVENANT  hr sghr xd`qƍr 1/01 rsdv`qcrgho

campaign theme.  You will be hearing much more about 

it in the coming weeks during our worship services.  But 

we will also be brainstorming and planning how we can 

grow Covenant in committee and session meetings, and at 

a special session and staff retreat on Oct 29.   

     We hope to have everyone present for a stewardship 

luncheon after worship on Sunday, November 6.  Mike 

Bnmfdq vhkk ad a`qadbthmf to ` snm ne ennc+ rn xƍ`kk bnld- 
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A request was made for a handy checklist for the BCM Food Collectioné. 

FALL YOUTH SUNDAY  

Covenant Youth Group will be leading worship on October 

16
th

. Come hear us reflect on our trip to Asheville Youth 

Mission that we took in June. Following church we will host a 

lunch and learn where we will be able to continue 

conversations about what is going on in CYG. Please email Bill at 

revbilldavis@gmail.com or call the church office by October 11
th

 so we can 

prepare for lunch. 
 

Upcoming CYG events: 

     October 2
nd

    5:30   Youth Sunday Prep and Harry Potter Discussion 

     October 9
th

    5:30   Youth Sunday Prep and Harry Potter Discussion 

     October 16
th  

           Youth Sunday 

     October 21
st 

  6:00   CYG Lock-Out Ɗ pick up at 9am Saturday morning 

     October 30
th

 12:00   Lunch and a Movie following church 

CENTRAL NIGHT SHELTE R:    The schedule will not be set until 

October 1st so we cannot list the Covenant dates yet.  We will post a sign-

up sheet outside of the sanctuary, place a notice in the bulletin and add to 

the weekly email updates when available. Stay tuned!  -Lee Wilder 
 

What are the volunteer opportunities? 

Spend the night with 3-4 of your Covenant friends (be there by 7 pm leave by 

6:30 the following morning).   

Provide meals.  We serve dinner at 7 pm Ɗ  very hearty meals since it is often 

the only hot meal these men enjoy during a day.   

BCMƋFood Collection 

The Mission Committee has a monthly collection of food for BCM's pantry on the first 

Sunday of each month.  If you forget to bring on the first Sunday, the following Sunday will 

be fine.  There are two designated bins marked BCM; one outside the sanctuary on the Ter-

race street side, the other near the doorway in the Westminster Room off the parking 

lot.  The suggested shopping list below will feed a family of four: 

  Instant oatmeal or grits - 1 box       Peanut Butter - 2 small jars 

  Jelly - 1 small jar                            Cornbread mix - 2 boxes  

  Soup - 4 cans                                 Macaroni & Cheese - 4 boxes 

  Dried beans - 1 bag                        Spaghetti - 1 medium box 

  Rice - 2 bags                                  Spaghetti Sauce - 2 jars 

  Canned Vegetables - 4 cans             Canned Beans - 3 cans 

  Canned Tuna - 4 cans 

mailto:revbilldavis@gmail.com


October 2011 Newsletter            Covenant Presbyterian Church  

    page 6 

The LaGonave Haiti Partnership: A Committee Report 

Adult Literacy:  We have received a challenge grant of $8,900 from an Atlanta foundation for 

our adult literacy initiative.  We need to raise $8,900 which will be matched by this foundation 

and the total would fund a full year of our adult literacy program. 

     The members of Covenant are generous donors to our church and a wide variety of worthy 

causes.  The church mission budget allocates $500 to our Haiti programs.  The partnership cannot 

`mc vhkk mns qdkx rnkdkx nm Bnudm`msƍr ldladqr sn etmc ntq o`qsmdqrgho `bshuhshdr- Vd `qd vnqjhmf

very hard to broaden fundraising efforts through our website (lagonavepartners.org) and through 

developing relationships with potential partners.  Leaders of the Haiti partnership are willing and 

eager to meet with any potential funding source and we hope you will make introductions for us.  

We also encourage members of Covenant to reach out to their networks of friends and contacts as 

sgd Akhmbnd fhqkr chc enq ntq Bghkcqdmƍr Mtsqhshnm oqnfq`l sghr roqhmf- 

     We have contracted with Fonkoze, a Haitian organization with 20 years of experience in adult 

literacy education, to train 12 people from our communities on LaGonave to become adult educators.  

These 12 people will be intensively monitored over the course of their first literacy classes.  At the 

end of the first year, we will have 12 highly trained adult literacy educators and over 150 people 

with functional literacy skills.  You can read more about the literacy program on the Fonkoze 

website (fonkoze.org). 
 

Ties that Matter:  Sghr hr `mnsgdq dwbhshmf mdv bnkk`anq`shnm- ƏShdr sg`s L`ssdqƐ hr ` mnm-profit 

founded by Laura Martin, an accomplished Atlanta author.  

Laura has designed a broad range of products that can be easily 

l`mte`bstqdc eqnl ldmƍr mdbjshdr- K`tq` hr unktmsddqhmf gdq

time and her travel expenses to go to Haiti in October with  

Cdaahd Fqheehm `mc Kdd Vhkcdq sn bnmctbs vnldmƍr rddhmf 

workshops.  We are still collecting neckties!  While sorting ties 

the other day, the Club Covenant students saw a doll that Laura 

had designed and made out of ties.  The students were bubbling over with enthusiasm and talked 

Laura into doing a workshop for Club Covenant later this fall.  AND Laura will be the guest 

rod`jdq `s sgd Rdbnmc Sgtqrc`x Vnldmƍr Fqnto lddshmf nm Mnudladq 0/sg  

     The sewing groups are the basis of our economic development activities and a group of 50 

women has been meeting at Nan Mango since this spring! 
 

Public Health:  Laurie Saurwein, a trained nutritionist and  

public health expert, has volunteered her time and travel expenses 

to join us in October.  She is going to explore kitchen gardens for 

our communities, to research the types of foods typically available 

at market, and to develop a public health education program on 

nutrition.  Malnutrition and gastric diseases are a major health issue 

on the island. 
 

Covenant Trips:  The good news is that organizations in the partnership are stepping up their 

involvement in Haiti.  The bad news is that the trip calendar gets crowded and we were unable to 

schedule a Covenant trip this fall.  We have secured dates for 2012 (February 18 -24 and October 

13-21).  If you are interested in either trip, please contact Lee Wilder (leewilder73@gmail.com).  

We will not need firm commitments for several months but do want to keep those who are inter-

ested in the flow of information.  The cost of each trip is $1,000 - $1,250 depending on airfares and 

length of stay.  The trip is not appropriate for young children but mature teenagers are welcomed 

when accompanied by a mature parent! 

bnmsƍc mdws o`fd 

mailto:leewilder73@gmail.com
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Email from Haiti that Lee received Friday, September 23, 2011 

My dear friends,  

It is a great moment to share you a surprise about the literacy training. Today is last day 

training, Everything was so wonderful, we had two guys from Fonkoze doing an excellent 

job and 14 church members from all the Island well trained, however 10 0f them will be 

choosing to do class. We're really ready to have classes the first week of October.  
 

We provided them food and transportation during the training time. Nice photographs will 

be sending to you tomorrow.  

Pere Soner+ 

    

  

 

ƏL`jhmf Cqd`lr Bnld SqtdƐ9 

Pursuing Peace in South Sudan  

 

 

   Special Guest Rev. Peter Tibi, International Peacemaker & 

   Executive Director of RECONCILE, South Sudan  

Wednesday, October 5th, 7:00 - 9 pm  

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change and the Presbyterian  

Peacemaking Partnership of the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta presents an evening devoted to 

the pursuit of a just peace in South Sudan.  

Sgd Jhmf BdmsdqƍrKing Talks speaker series gladly welcomes Rev. Peter Tibi, Executive Director of 

RECONCILE, for a discussion on the history of peace initiatives in South Sudan and the current 

challenges and opportunities that exist for peace and reconciliation work there.  

   This event will feature:      

   *An opening reception 

   *Presentation by Rev. Peter Tibi of South Sudan  

    *Panel discussion w/community leaders followed by audience Q&A  
 

   For more information please contact:  

   Kevin Moran   Presbyterian Peacemaking Partnership  

     of the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta  

   moran.kevinmoran.kevin@gmail.com  770-938-1160  

Bnmsƍc eqnl oqduhntr o`fd 

     Celebrating 20 years of a partnership:  The LaGonave Haiti Partnership is twenty years old 

and there will be a celebration/fundraiser in April of 2012.  Stay tuned! 

     As always, the Covenant community is supportive of this mission work in countless ways -- 

tangible and intangible.  That support is always deeply appreciated. 

Your committee:  Jim Ingvoldtad, Brent Adams, Alison Caughman, Debbie Griffin and Lee Wilder 
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ALL CHURCH RETREAT: Our next annual All Church Retreat at Camp Mikell in 

North Georgia will take place on March 16-18, 2012.  

 Vd ok`m sn g`ud d`qkx ƏRhfmto Rtmc`xrƐ nm Mnudladq 02 `mc 1/sg- 

  Be on the lookout for more information about it. 

   We hope to see you there. 

RETREAT Does Not Mean A Step Backword 

Friday - Sunday 
March 16-18 

Get Ready for the  
Stewardship BBQ Luncheon 
Sunday, November 6 
following worship 

Lhjdƍr fdsshmf qd`cx sn ehqd to sgd fqhkk   

NOTICE REGARDING PLEDGE STATEMENTS;  

     In the future periodic pledge statements will be sent out via email unless other handling is 

specifically requested.  This should make the job easier on our office personnel, speed up the 

process and save us money in postage and handling.   

For those of you who do not have an email address on record with the office, statements will 

be sent as usual through regular mail.   


